9496 Want of «. Quorum.

Mr. CLARKSON said the country !
members had been taken somewhat by -
surprise by the motion that had been .
carried to sit on Friday; and as they
had this week made other engagements, '
he wonld asked the Premier to move the
adjournment of the House till Monday.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the notice of Friday's sitting had
been rather short, and he would consent
to adjourn till Monday.

On the motion of the Premier, the
House adjourned at 12 minutes past 11
o'clock, pan., till the next Monday.

Fegislatioer Assembly,
Monday, 12th October, 1891,

Waug of n Quorum— Adjornment.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 430
o'clock, p.m.

PravERs.

WANT OF A QUORUM: ADJOURNMENT.

At the expiration of fifteen minutes
from the time appointed for the meeting
of the Hounse, there not being a quornm
present, the SpEAEER declared the House
adjourned until the next sitting day.

[COUNCIL.]

Federation Enabling il

Legislatibe Council,
Tuesday, 13th October, 1896.

Criminal Evidence Bill: third reading—DMines Regu-
lation Act, 1895, Awmendment Bill: third reading—
Bastardy Laws Act Amendment Bill: third reading—
Australasian Federntion Enabling Bill: second read-
ing; committee— Hausard " Neporting Arrunge-
ments: Legislntive Assembly’s Message—Lonns
Consolidation Biil: first reading—Wauaterworks Bill :
second reading ; committee—Loan Bill (£3,500,000},
1896 : second reading; committee—Adjowrmment,

Tur PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G.
Shenton) took the chair at 430 o’clock,
p.m.

CRIMINAL EVIDENCE BILL.
THIRD READING.

This Bill was read a third time, and
passed.

MINES REGULATION ACT,
AMENDMENT BILL.

THIRD READING.
This Bill was read a third time, and

1895,

' pessed.

BASTARDY LAWS ACI' AMENDMENT
BILL.

THIRD READING.

This Bill was read a third time, and
passed.

AUSTRALASIAN FEDERATION
ENABLING BILL.

SECOND READING.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): Hon. members will
be aware that it is intended by the
vurious colonies of Australasia to endea-
vour to frume a federal constitution.
With that object in view Bills have heen
submitted to the various Parliaments lor
the purpose of arriving at some method
of carrying out the desired end. It has
heen considered advisable that our colony
should select some ten members to re-
present it at the Convention which s to
be held. This Bill provides for the
selection of these ten members, who shall,
it is provided, proceed to the other
colonies at a time to be fixed uvpon, and
there meet the other delegates who have
heen appuinted and discuss the question
of federation, and endeavonr to agree
to a system which will be mutually satis-
factory. With regard to the election of
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the delegates, it is proposed that every
persun who is qualified to vote for a
member of the Legislative Assembly may
be nominated us o member to represent
the colony at the Convention, as long as
his nomiuation is supported by 20 people
who are volers. Therefore, it will be
seen that the choice of delegates is not
confined to members of either House.
After the nominations have been sent
in u returning ofticer will Le appointed,
and then the members of the Legislative
Council und the Legislutive Assunbl\
will meet together, .I.Ill] will elect from
those nominated ten gentlemen to re-
present the colony at thc Convention.

Tur Hox. J. E. Rionarvsoy : How
will they be selected ¥

Tur MINISTER FOR MINES (Hun
E. H. Wittenvom): By writing down
the names of the ten membcrs, and, if
there ig any eguality in the voting, they
will be balloted for or put up again
When the Convention wwets, the dele-
sates will frame a constitution.  As sooun
as the draft is agreed to, it will be sub-
mitted to the Parliaments of each of the
colonies. A decision will then be come

to as to whether 1t is advisable to have

anything to do with the constitution, or
whether it is desirable that any sugges-
tions should be mmade. The draft, either
amended or not, will then go back to the
Convention and be further considered,
after which it will be again submitted fo
the Parllaments. If the Puarlixments
agree that it is desirable to accept it, it
will. then be submitted to the people of
the colony to see whether it shall be
accepted or not. By Clause 28 the con-
stitution, as framed by the Convention,
will be considered to have been rejected
unless 6,000 voters vote in the affirmative
for it. The miethod of selecting the
delegates for this colony is similar to
that which has been adopted in Queens-
land, except. that there the members of
the Convention must be selected Ly the
Legislative Assembly., The Upper House
of Queensland has no volce in the
matter, and I believe the reason for that
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Second Readiny. 097
is not to be deemed an office of profit
under the Crown.  If any enlony adapts
ihe constitution as finally agreed to, an
address will be presenied to the Queen
praving that it mayv be given effect to.
I do not think I peed suy more, and T
nove that the Bill be now read a second
tine.

Trve Hox. 8. H. PARKER: The idea
of a federanted Australiv is no doubt a
grand one. If we can convert a number

" of small colonies into one powerful united

state, there will he no guestion that
Austrulia  will command a differeut
pusition in the world to that which she
does at the present day. However, with
respect to Western Australia, I cannot, as
at. prescut advised, consider. thut 16 will
be entirely in her interests to federate.
If federation means that there shall be
no internul customs-house, that we shall
have free trade in Australia generally
with protection against the outside warld,
I doubt very much whether it will accord
with the views of the Government as to

. the settlement of the land. As T said,

is that the Legislative Council of Queens- -

land is nominated. Here we have an
elective Council, and both Houses will
git together to elect the delegates. The
delegates will be paid £3 per day for
every day the Convention sits, but it is
provided that the acceptance of the office

only recently, in view of the fact that our
great national industry is mining, it is
questionable whether we should not
advocate a system of free trade, but no
doubt intercolonial free trade, as far as
the agricultarists are concerned, will he
the same a5 free trade with the world
because they really compete now, not
with the world, but with the Australian
colonies. Therefore, possibly a new con-
stitution with internal free trade. would
be detrimental to the settlement of the
soil. However, T suppose we are all
agreed that Western Australians must
be represented at this convention and
take part in the discussions on this great
subject. I de not know whether this
Bill is drawn in the same way as Bills of
the other colonies, but I might point out
that the fact that the delegates are to be
elected by Loth Houses means that the
Legislative Assembly may, if they thiok -
proper, umite to elect the whole of the
10 delegates, because they have 33 votes,
whereas this House has only 2F. I do
not know whether members of this House
will be desirous of taking part in the
framing of the federal constitution, for
it seems to me that a delegate must bea
man of leisure with the time to devote to
the work. The Convention, as I under-
stand it. is to prepare a constitution,
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and then adjourn tor u period of

[COUNCIL.)

1

T Commalice.

Tue Hox. 8. J. HAYNES: I shall

not less than 60 days or more than ! support this Bill practically in its present

120 days. Presuming that it adjourns
for 100 days, our delegates will have to
remain where the Convention is held, or
they will have to return here and then go
back again for the purpose of considering
the draft of the Bill. This will obviously
take a considerable amount of time, and
as the remuneration is only to be paid
for those days on which the Convention
meets, it seems to me that any delegate
will be called upon to pay a cousiderable
amount of his own expenses. Looking at
it in this light, I do not know that it will
be a desirable position to fill. The hon.
genfleman who introduced this Bill said
that the constitution, having been framed,
will then be sent back to the Parliaments,
but it seems to me by the Bill that the
constitution having been framed the
Convention will adjourn for not less than
60 days, in order that the delegates may
reconsider the position, and that the Bill
will not go before the Parliaments until
it is finally settled. Then, if it is ap-
proved by the Parliaments, it will go to
the electors. I presume this Bill has
been drawn to accord with the Bills of
the other colonies, and for my part, I am
glad to see that steps are being taken to
bring this important question to an issue.
If in the future it is considered wise and
expedient to federate, no doubt a gveat
many questions which are agitating the
tminds of the people of the various
colonies will be removed from the arenas
of local politics, and will probably be
dealt with more advantageously by the
Federal Parliament. When the lime
arrives, perhaps the several colonies may
discover that there is no further need of

owr having two Houses, and that one .

House in each colony will be amply
sufficient to deal with the local subjects
that remain.

Tae Hon. F. T. CROWDER: It is
not my intention to oppose the second
reading of this Bill, nor do I intend to
take up the time of the House in speak-
iug to the question. I trust, however,
that this House, when the Bill gets into
committee, will see its way to so alter it
that each House may elect five delegates.
As pointed out by the Hon. Mr. Parker,
the Legislative Assembly may now, if it
thinks fit, override the vote of this House
eutirely.

form, for T think it is a step towards the
formation of a grand united Australia.
I do not anticipate, however, that this
Convention will be able to frame a cou-
stitution which is acceptable, but the
discussion which will take place will give
publicity to the question, and lead, in the
future, to the end which is so much
desired. I am pleased to see that no
hasty steps are to be taken, and that the
fullest opportunities are to be afforded
for considering the subject. I think the
Bill is a step m the right direction, and
I shall support the second reading.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): I think it is very
desirable that this colony should take
part in the framing of a federal constitu-
tion, even if we do not afterwards see
our way to adopt i6. In the future our
couditions may alter, and we may then
desire to enter the federation. When
the time arrives it will be a source of
satisfaction to us to know that we had a
hand in framing the constitution. If
hon, members will lock at Clause 23 they
will gee that after the draft of the Con-
veation is framed it must be submitted
to Parliament and then sent back to the
Convention. It will then be finally
settled and again remitted to Parliament,
and then, if approved, will be submitted
to the people. Therefore the Parliament
will have two opportunities of considering

i 1t before it is sent to the people for final

decision.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.
Clauses 1 to 13—agreed to.

Clause 14—How a person may become
a candidate :

Tue Hox. W. ALEXANDER: It is
stated in this clause that a candidate
shall be nominated by not less than 20
persons, but there is no provision made
to prevent a large number of candid-
ates being nominated for one elector-
ate.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): TFor the purposes
of this Bill the colony is one elector-
ate.
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Clause—-ugreed to.

Clause 15—agreed to.

Clause 16—Advertisements and  in-
timations :

Tee Hox. 8. H. PARKER: I should
be glad to krow whether this is a stmilar
provision to that which is contained in
the Bill which was introduced in Victoria,
It is provided that the Legislative Council
and the Legislative Assembly, and not
the ¢lectors, shall elect the delegates. Tt
seems to me that as federation peculiarly
affects the people they should have the
voice in the election of delegates and not
the members of Parliament.

Tue Hos. D. K. CONGDON : If the

Hen. Mr: Parker's views were carried ouf.

there would be nothing to prevent Perth
electing the whole of the delegates, and
that would not be desirable.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittencom): The Government
have given this matter most careful con-
siderution. I may say that all the other
colonies, with the exception of Queensland
and Western Australia, have decided that
the people shall elect the delegates. It
has heen thought, however, that as the
members of hoth Houscs are directly
elected by the voters of the colony, the
election might take place by the two
Houses sitting together nnd voting.
This will not be so cumberous a method
as electing the members by the various
coostituencies. When the constibution is
finally drafted and approved by Parlia-
ment, then the people will be usked to
suy whether they approve of it or
not. .

Tue Hox. F. T. CROWDER : 1 move
that progress be reported. I do so for
the purpose of enabling me to bring in
an amendment to this clause. providing
that this House shall clect a certain
number of the delegates.
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“ Hansard " Reporting. 999
“HANSARD” REPORTING ARRANGE-
MENTS.

Consideration in Comunittee of the
following message from the Legislutive
Assembly ;—

 Message No. 40,

“ My, President,

*The Legislative Assewmbly, having
- this day passed the following resolution,
“*That in accordance with the recom-
» mendation contained in the Report of
* the * Hansard* Committee, arrangements
“be made during the recess to place

- the * Hansard’ reporting staff on a per-

“ manent and efficient basis, and that the

. “ Tabrary Comnmittee, acting jointly with

* the Library Committee of the Legislative
“ Council, be requested to take this
“malter into cousideration, with a view
“to giving effect to the above recom-
“ mendation,” presents the same to the
** Legislative Council for its concurrence.
* Jas. G. LeEE STEERE,
“ Speaker.”

Tue Horv. 8. H. PARKER: Will you
tell us, sir, the pames of those who
constitnte the Library Committee ?

Tug PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir .
Shenton) : The Hon. Mr. Wittenoom, the
Hon. Mr. Parker, and the President.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES (Hou.
E. H. Wittenoom): I wmove that the
message be agreed to, and for the reason
that we may have an opportunity of
talking over the best method of carryving
out the reporting and publication of the
debutes, and, it possible, come to a satis-
factory uwrrangement. At the beginning
of this session the arrangements for pub-
lishing the debates broke down, and
mafters were not altogether satisfactory.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. |

E. H. Wittenocom) : Suppose each House
selected the sume men ¥

Tur PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir .
Shenton): The matter cunnot be debated ;
T must put the guestion.

Question, that progress he reported,
put and passed.

Progress repurted.

'D.U

Subsequently an arvangement was made
for the remaining part of the session, and
we are now having the debates published
better thun before.  When the committee
meets, if no better systemn than the
present one can be shown. there will he
reason for altermg the existing

| arrangements,

Tue Hox. J. W. Hackerr: What are
the terms of the present arrangement ¥

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hou.
E. H. Wiltenoom): We pay £30 per
month. The reagon that we entered into
this arrangement was that we were prac-
tically yetting no reports. T entered into
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this arrangement almost at a moment’s
uotice, after having discussed it with the
President.

Tre How. J. W. Hackerr: This £30
is independent of the reporting ?

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): For the publication
only—nothing to do with the reporting.

Tre Hown. 8. H. PARKER: I should
like to ask the hon. gentleman why it is
that the consideration by the Library
Committees of two Houses will enable a
better arrangement to be come to than if
the President of the Legislative Council,
the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly,
and the Government arranged ¥ I can-
not see what advantage there is in asso-
ciating these other gentlemen with the
question. Surely it is not so difficult a
matter that the chiefs of the two Houses
cannot settle it? . I have always been
glad to accept a position on the Library
Committee, although it is seldom called
together, but I did not undertake to be
associated with another committee for the
purpose of discussing and arranging the
best method for reporting and publishing
the debates. I do not know that I have
time to devote to these discussions.

Tre PRESIDENT (Hou. Sir G- Shen-
ton) : I muy be allowed, perhaps, to make
a slight explanation. I speak for the
Speaker and myself when I say that we
have found this question of publishing
the debates a very troublesome one, and
we desire to be relieved of it. The
reason why it was suggested that the
matter should be referred to the Library
Committee is, that that committee is the
only one which has power to sit during
recess. I think if it is left to these com-
mittees, before the House next meets
some satisfactory arrangements will be
made,

Tae Hox. F. T. CROWDER : I move,
as an amendment, that the Legislative
Council acquaints the Legislative Assem-
bly, in reply to Message No. 40, that it
has made satisfactory arrangements for
_printing and reporting the debates, and
does not, thercfore, see the necessity of
acceding to the request.

Tae PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G.
Shenton) : Before this is put allow me
to draw attention to the faet that the
present is only a temporary arrangement,
and will come to an end immediately the
House rises.

[COUNCIL.]

Assembly’s Resolulion.

Tue Hox. F. T. CROWDER: The
reason I move this is that we desire to
have some better arrangements than we .
have had for the publication of the de-
bates, and having entered into a satis-
factory agreement I do not think it well
to disturb it. It will be within the
knowledge of the hon. members that last
session arrangements were made for pub-
lishing the debates. These arrangements
were broken through the default ou the
part of the Legislative Assembly, and
through no fault of the TLegislative
Council, The arrangement was a joint
one, and yet the Legislative Assembly,
without in uny way consulting the Legis-
lative Couneil, did away with it. A
vesolution was afterwards passed by this
House nnder which arrangements were
made for a daily “ Hansard,” and in view
of what has ocenrred in the past I main-
tain that if there is to he any joint control
we shall get into the same difficulty as we
did before. In these circumstanees I
think both Houses should make their own
arrangements. What we want is a daily
“ Hansard ™ published iu the papers.

Tue Hon. J. W. Haceurr: There is
no daily *“Hansard.,” The reports of
last Thursday ouly appeared to-day.

Tue Hox. P. T. CROWDER: That 1s
near enough. It is very inconvenient for
hon. members of this House to do their
duty to their constituents unless they
have the reports. If through illness or
other causes a member is unable to be
present he has no opportunity of know.
mg what takes place in the House unless
we have these reports, and unless he waits
for perbaps 10 months, until the debates
are published by the Government Printer.
I have brought this amendment forward
to test the views of hon. members, and T
feel sure they will support it,

Tue How.D. K. CONGDON: I was
certainly in favour of the proposition put
forward by the Hon. Mr. Crowder, but
after what the President has said, that
the present is only a temporary arrange-
ment, I think it would e hetter to leave
the matter in the hands of the comnmittee.
If the committee does not see its way to
making the arrangements we desire we
can then deal with the matter ourselves.

Tue Hon. R 5. HAYNES: I note
that the resolution sent to us reads that
the committee is to make arrangements

' for placing the *“Hansard” staff on a per-
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manent and efficient basis, in accordance
with the recommendation of the - Han-
sard,” Committee. 1 do not know what
that is.

TrE Hox. F. T. CrowbER:
mittee of the other House.

Tae Howx. R. 5. HAYNES: We do
not know what thut report is. We have
never beeu consulted in the matter. The |
breakdown of the arrangements made last
session was through the fault of the
Legislative Assembly, and we were not
consulted. There is no guarantee given
in this resolntion thut the Assembly will
pay much deference or respect to the
wisbes of this House, and unless some
assurance is given 1 do not think we are
justified in asking the Library Committer
of this House to meet the committee of
another place for the purpose of making
a joint arrangement. By passing this
resolution we are giving the Library Com-
mittee carte blunche, and T do not think
we should do this, seeing that what we
desire is tu have these debates published
as soon after they take place as possible.
In these circomsiances, I do not think it
would be safe to commit ourselves to the
resolution in its present form, and there-
fure 1 shall vote against it.

Tue Hown. F. M. §TONE : This resolu.
tion says that the Library committees are
to meet for the purpose of placing the
reporting  staffs on o permanent and
efficient busis. This has nothing to do
with the publication of the reports. What
we want is a daily report.  If this resolu.
tion had gone further, and said that the
comtnittee should consider the question
of having these daily reports, I would bhe
prepared to go with it, but in its present
form it would certuinly be inadvisable to
pass it. If we add words te the resolu-
tion to include the consideration of
publishing daily reports, then, I think,
we might vote for it.

Tue Hon. J. W. Hackerr:
do you mean by daily ¥

Tue Hox. F. M. STONE: The nexi

A coul-

What
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morning, or so soon thereto as prac-
ticable. We may be sittng very late,
and it may be impossible to get the
reports in a paper on the following morn-
ing. In this case they could come out
the day following. The resolution as it
stands will not carry out what we desire, -
and I propose that we add words to it
which will give effect to our wishes.

Assenmdly's Resolution, 1001

Tus MINISTER FOR MINES (Hou.
E. H. Wittenoom) : I may say that the

. present arrangement is only a remporary

one for the remainder of the session.
After the resolution, which was passed
by this Heuse, I spoke to the hon. the
President, and came to the conclusion
that it would be as well to enter into
this arrangement. We found that the
work could be done at a small cost, and
the bargain was clinched at once. At
the end of the session, however, the
arrangement terminates. I may point
out that, were it not tfor the fact that the
amount involved is small, we could not
have made even the present arrangement,
hecause we have no money. When the
comntittee mects there is no reason why
a similar arrangement should not be
entered into for next session, and thus
meet the wishes of hon. members. If it
appears that the joint committee is
unable to deal with the matter in a satis-
factory manner to us we can retire and
make our own arrangements. [ think
the suggestion of the Hon. Mr. Stone is
w good one, und I shall not ohject to its
incorporation in the wessage, becunse it
will ut least show what is the desire of
this House.

Tue PRESIDENT (Hou. Sir .
Shenton): Oue speaker has stated that
he does vot see why this atter should
not be dealt with by the President and
the Speaker. I may say that wc have
had some trouble in the past over the
matter, and we now desire to have other
gentlemen associated with us, so that we
may have the benefit of their advice. Tt
is impossible that the work of this House
can be carried on with one reporter. We
have sat longer than we have on any
previons occasion, and it is impossible for
one reporter to sit here, from 430 pam.
sometimes till 10 p.m., and take down all
the speeches verbatim. If this matter is
left to the Speaker and the President,
with the assistance of these committees,
I think we shall be able to enter into
sowe arrangement which will be satis-
factory to hon. members.

Tae Hox. 8. H. PARKER : If we are
to have a daily report it will require a
considerable addition to our staff, for a

. reporter must have time to write out hig

notes. I take it that a reporter should
not take more than two hours’ notes,
otherwise be will not be able te get them
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written up in time for publication next
morning.

Tre PREESIDENT (Hon. Sir G
Shenton) : The matter wants careful con-
sideration.

Tee Hown. 8. H. PARKER: For my
part, I think if we desire the public to
read the debates they must be condensed
mere. Where they run into columns and
columns T do not think anyone will wade
through them. In these circumstances
I can quite understand thaot it is rather
prejudicial to a newspaper to publish re-
ports of Parliamentin full.

Tae Hon. J. W. Hacxerr:
ruinous.

Tae Hox. 8. H. PARKER: I think
in these circumstances it would beas well
if we arranged to get a good condensed
report of this House published. As re-
gards the Assembly, of course, that being
the popular House, the newspapers will
always publish a report of the proceedings,
A newspaper is bound to keep up with
the times and must publish the reports.
It is only in regard to this House, there-
fore, that we want to make arrangements.
We might, however, have, as I say, a
good condensed report, and if we succeed
in securing the services of the able re-
porter we have at present we might well
leave the condensation to him instead of
insisting on having wverbufim reports.

Tee How. F. T. CROWDER: I beg
to withdraw my amendment.

Amendiment, by leave, withdrawn.

Tue Hox. F. M. STONE : T move that
the words *“‘and to have reports of the
debates of both Houses published in a
duily newspaper,” be inserted bhetween the
words “ basis” and “and” in the fourth
line of the resolution.

Amendment put and passed.

Resolution, as amended, agreed to and
reported.

It is

LOANS CONSOLIDATION BILL.
This Bill was received from the Legis-
lative Assembly, and was read a first time.

WATERWORKS BILL.
SECOND READING.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) : Hon. members are
aware that feow all parts of the countey
demands  have been wade upon  the
Government o provide water supplies,

[COUNCIL.)
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Second Heading.

Uy to the present they have been unable

! to meet these, and now they bring for-

ward this Bill to enable those localities
which desire to have w supply of water
to provide the same for themselves, with
the assistance of the Government. If
hon. members will look at the schedule
of the Loan Bill, they will see that
£100,000 is put dewn for the water
supplies for towns: wid that money will
be expended under this Bill. The whole
gist of this Bill is this:—Any town or
district can apply to the Government to
come within the scope of the Bill. and be
created » water district.  Certuin forms
will then have to be gone through, and
if the Government find that the rates
available are suficient to pay working
expenses and sinking fund, then they
may provide the funds to carry out the
works. The whole of the Bill is prac-
tically contained within Clauses 3 to 10.
The Government may proclaim any town
a water district, and appoint some mem-
ber of the Executive to be the Minister
to andminister the Act; and he will, after
his appointment, have all the powers of
a body corporate. When any district
applies to become u water district, each
owner of land must set down his name,
and furnish certain other particulars pro-
vided by the Bill. The probable amount
of the water rate will have to be stated,
and then this will be checked by the
Warks Departinent; and if it is found to
be sufficient to pay the working expenses
and sinking fund, then the Minister may
lay the estimates before Parliament for
approval, and obtain the passing of a
spevial Act providing the money to carry
out the works. This Bill is, thun.for

hedged round with ull sorts of safe.
guards. The rest of the Bill is made
up of numerous other clauses for usses-
sing and rating, most of which are ob-
tained from the Municipal Act. Under
Clause 26, w water rate not exceed-
ing 2¢ in the pound may be levied.
Clause 32 provides that the land shall be
responsible for the water rate, and Clause
41 gives power to wmake by-luws with
penalties not exceeding £20.  There is a
provision against the obstruction of the
works, und Clause 66 stutes that the vate
shall be paid to the Treasurer.  The rest
of 1lie clanses are of a general nature. I
may say that vnder Clause 108 the

. Minister has power, when the works are



compelled to pay a rate.

Waterworks Bill :

completed, to lease thew to corporations
or other public hodies.
that the Bill be now reud u second time.

13 OctoBER, 1596.]

I formally move .

Tur Hox. R. 8. HAYNES: The Bill °

before the House containg something like
112 ¢lauses, and I venture to say that ne
hon. member bhas read it through. If he
his he does not understand it.  The
ohject of the Bill 1= a praiseworthy one,
and I should be prepured to support it it
it had been at all carefully drafted. T do
not know who is reponsible for the draft.
ing of these Bills, but o groat many of
them that come here require considerable
alteration. T hope the hon. the Minister
will not object, to uny ulterations in com-
mittee. In Clause 15 un alteration is
required as regards the rating.  Then
again Clause 26 provides that a rate not
exceeding 2s. in the pound shall belevied.
In Perth it has been quite galling enough
to have the rate of 1s. in the pound.
Then [ might ask what is a person going
to get for his 2s. 7

Tae Mivister ror Mixes (Hon. E.
H. Wittenoom) : Look at Clause 9.

Tue How. R. 8. HAYNES: That does

not refer to it. In Perth we know what
we are to get for the water rate. We are
allowed a free nse of the water for
domestic purposes. We are not. going to
get that in this Bill. What are we to
ot ?

Tar Mi~sisrer ror Mives (Hon. K. .

H. Wittencom) : Wuter.

Tue Hox. R. 8. HAYNES: Nothing
of the kind.
rate not exceeding Zs. in the pound may
be levied.
water shall be supplied, but in the draft-
ing of the Bill this has been omitted to
be stated. Then in Clause 29 1 should
like to knuow what is the meaning of the
words “adjoining where such pipe is laid.”
In other Acts a person must be within a
certain distance of the main before he is
‘With these
words a person may own 10,000 acres of
land and thus be a considerable distance
from a muin, but still he would have to
pay the rate, although he could get no
water.
may fix a seale for payment by measure,
but this Bill is sv clumsily drawn that it
does not say that when a person pays by
measure, the value of his rates is Lo he
deducted.

All the Bill says is that a :

Of course it is intended that -

Then by Clause 41 the Minister :

[ do not: intend to oppose the

Bill, but 1 do hupe the hon. the Minister .
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will see his way to accept a nwmber of
amendments in committes.

Tue Hor. F. M. STONE: 1 have
looked through this Bill und I agree
with the Hon. Mr. Havnes that it has
not been very caretully drawn,  The hon.
gentleman is quite right when he says
that there is nothing 1o show what people
are to get for their rate. In Perth
people get a domestic supply, but under
this Bill they are to get nothing. Under
Clause 69 the Minister is to provide
water for all persons entitled thereto, but
who are the persvns entitled ? Therc
bas been a good deal of fighting over
these words in another Act, and it seems
to me there should be some definition of
them placed in the interpretation clause
to this Bill. T alse agree with the Hon,
Mr. Haynes, that if a person pays for
water by measure he should be entitled
to have the value of his rates deducted.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1 ta 10—uagreed to.

Clause 11—Annuzl assessment to be
made :

Tre How. F, M. STONE: I would
now ask the leom. the Minister what
provision there is in the Bill for supply-
my water to those persons who pay rates ?
In Perth rates are only payable by
persons who are within a certain distance
of a pipe. Under this Bill half the
prople who pay rutes may not be able to
wet neay the water,

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenvom): This is only a per-
missive Bill for the purpese of enabling
waterworks districts to be created. No
one need take advantage of it unless he
likes. If the rates are so high no one is
bound to come in under the Bill and pay
them. I may point out to hon. members
that before any waterworks can be con-
structed a special Act will have to be
passed, and any apparent omissions in
this Bill will be supplied in that special
Act. This Bill is only to enable the
initial proceedings to be taken.

Tue Hox. A. B. KIDSON : Clause 4],
Sub-section 8, 1s somewhat of an answer
to the Hon. Mr. Stone.

Tae Hox. R. S. HAYNES: Iiisnota
permissive Bill, because every special
Act that will be passed will be incorpor.
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ated with this one. I do not intend to
oppose this Bill, but T do say, let us have
an Act that the people can understand.
Do not let us pass ragged Acts such as
have gone from this House in the past,
the Building Act, for instance,

Tue Howx. F. M. STONE: The hon.
the Minister has not answered my poiut.
Under this Bill as it stands it scems to
me that a number of persons will be pay-
ing water rates without getting water.
Under the Perth Waterworks Act no
person is asked to pay a rate unless he is
within 180 feet of the main. A similwr
clause is wanted here.

Tue Hon. J. E. RICHARDSON:
Suppose u district applied to have water-
works constructed. It might be that
three-fourths of the people only could be
supplied. I take it then that the other
fourth would have to pay rates without

-having the benefit of the water.

Tuz MINISTER FOR MINES (Hou.
E. H. Wittenoom): Xn order that we may
have a little further time to look into this
matter, I move that progress be reported.

Motioun put and passed.

Progress reported accordingly.

Tue PRESIDENT then left the chair
for an hour.

On resuming,

LOAN BILL (£3,500,000), 1896,
SECOND READING—ADJOURNED DEBATE.

Tue Hon. F. M. STONE: Nothiog
gives me greater regret than to be obliged
to say that I do not intend to oppose the
second reading of this Bill. It certaiunlv
would have given me pleaswre to have
moved that it be recad a second time this
day six months, but there are several
items in the schedule which prevent me
from being able to do so. These works
the ¢colony has already entered upon, and
we must continue them. At the sume
time, T regret that this horrowing policy
is still to go on. Already this session we
have passed a number of Loan Bills
which add considerably to the indebted-
ness of the colonv, und it seems to me
that, in the circumstances, it would
have been better had the Government
endeavoured to provide for many of the
items which are contained in this Bill out
of current revenue. Although we are in
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a prosperous condition, that is no reason
why we should borrow. The present
policy of the Government looks very
much as if we were afraid we will not
get sufficient gold from the mines, and
must gu outside the colony to burrow so
us to bolster them up.  If the colony is
0 prosperous, that is all the more reason
why we should provide for mauy of these
works out of revenue. Tt has been said
that it will take three or four years to
spend the money, that by that time we
shall have a larger population, and that
the amount of our indebtedness will then
be very much less.  If that is so, then I
may say that doring these three years
our revenue will also increase, and we
shall have further amounts to spend.
Many of the works will not be completed
within three years, and during that time
we shall bave more revenue, and might
well provide for them. Although I do
not intend to oppose the second reading.
I shall endeavour to have the fullest par-
ticulars supplied, so that if there is the
slightest. chance of knocking out any of
the amounts in the schedusle we can do
so. I do not consider the explanations
which have been given by the lon. the
Minister are by any means sufficient.
Tt seems to we that before we go into
committee we should have the Estimates
of revenue and expenditure before us,
and full particulars as to each item,
so that it caunot be suid that this
House has passed the Bill without due
consideration. With reference to the
item “ Development of goldfields and
mineral resources, £200,000,” it has been
said that & certain amount of the
money will be vequired for water supplies.
I should have thought that there was no
longer necd for this, seeing the enormous
sums that had been expended iu the past.
Even if some money is required it could
well, I think, have been oblained from
revenue. If this amount is to be expended ,
over three yvears, surely we could have
provided, say, £50,000 or £60,000 & year
out. of revenune to cover it.  Then,
with regard to the item < Water supplies
for towns,” I should like to know what
towns are to be supplied.  Are we to give
a general license to the Government to
supply any towns they think fit ?

Tre MinigsTer For Mings (Hon. E.
H. Wittenoom) : What about the Water-

" works Bill?
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Tre Hox. F. M. STONE : Under that
Bill every work has to come Dbefore
Parliament, but this schedule does pot
provide that every work shall come before
Parliament. There is nothing under it
to prevent the Government constructing
waterworks in a dozen different towns
without consulting Parliament at all.
The Fremantle dock and slip I agree
with. If weare going to make Fremantie
the harbour of the colony it is necessary
that we shonld have a dock, and I feel
sure that the income from it will pay the
interest on the outlay. Atthesame time,
I would have preferred to see this mouey
provided out of revenwe. We have a
tremendous revenue, which is increasing
_day by day, out of which an amount of
£50,000 a year for this work ought easily
to be found. Iun reference to the Fre-
mantle harbour works the colony is
bound to continne them. It wounld be
absurd not to go on with them after hav-
ing gone so far. I should like to have
some particulars in regard to the item for
“Dredges and barges.” * Sewerage for
Perth and Frewmantle "—This is a neces-
sary item, although I should like to have
scen it provided out of revenue. We have
£100,000 provided out of revenue for the
the Bunbury harbour works.”

Tne Hon. R. 8. Haynes: £40,000.

Tae Hox. F. M. STONE : £100,000
is to he spent in instalments. This work
was placed on the Estimates, because the
Government were afraid that this House
would never consent to a Bill for their
counstruction. Seeing, however, that the
Government can find the money out of
revenue for this work, I cannot see why
the amount for the sewerage cannot also
be found. Then £270,000 is set down
for the Meunzies railway. This item sur-
prises me, and, for this reason, the Bill
for the construction of the line has not
vet been brought in, and this awount
practically binds us to the route. If we
pass this, we shall be told that we can-
not start the railway other thau from
Kalgoorlie, becanse the amount set down
will ot be sufficient to take it from any
other point. On the question of the
Kanowna railway, I agree with the re-
marks of the Hon, Mr. Parker. This is
a 12-mile railway, and surely such a work
ought not to have found a place in & Lioan
Bill of this kind. After wabing for so
long for the completion of the Kalgoorlie
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railway, surely the carting of 12 miles
ought not to prevent the development of
the mines. The carting of hundreds of
miles did not prevent the development of
the Great Boulder, and surely if the mines
at Kanowna are worth auythiug, the
carting for twelve miles will do no serious
damage. On the Murchison, for the
past three years, machinery has been
carted for bundreds of miles, but this has
not stopped the development of the mines.
Then, again. look at Marble Bar. No
railway 15 to be hailt there, but only a
road. This railway scems to me to be a
sop to the Coolgardie goldfields, and pre-
sently we shull find ourselves running a
railway to every mine. Then we come to
the items for improvements to open rail-
ways. I am not surprised at it, because,
judging from the way the Works Depart-
ment has been managed, it is evident that
they must have a large amount to cut at
when they think necessary. Before we
pass these items, however, we should have
the fullest particulars. £400,000 worth of
rolling stock has already heen order ed, and
another £400,000 worth has been sent
for, For the present I think this is
sufficient, and I should iike to see the
other £400,000 struck out allogether.
The Works Department would not like
this, hecause their efforts are always
directed to getting a Tump sum thrown
into their sink or sewer. I shall desive
to sce the fullest particulars given in
respuct to these items, and to be con-
vinced that the whole of them are
absolotely necessary. There is no reason
why we should borrow a penny more
than is necessary. It is the duty of this
House to stop the poliey of reckless
horrowing. We have scen the resalt of a
similar policy in the other colonies, and if
we do not take care we will soon lring
ourselves into their position. What we
desire is to make n prosperous colony,
which will flonrish for time immemor-
ial.

Twe Hox. F. T. CROWDER: I
rise with a good deal of diffidence to

- address myself to this Bill, because I feel

that, whatever arguments I bring forward,
they will not stay the horrowing poliey of
the Government, or convince hon. mem-
bers or the general cowmmunity that the
Government are going too fast. Witha
few exceptions, most people feel that there
is a good time hefore them. and thev are
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pleased to see the Govermuent expending !
millions. They feel that, whatever is
gpent, a small percentage of it will stick
to the inner lining of their own pockets.
They say-— Hang the future; let us
have the present.” 8till this House hos
a duty to perform, nnd we should prevent,
as far as possible, reckless borrowing.
There is no doubt that the amount now
praposed would have staggered us a few
years ago, and I fully feel for the hon.
the Minister when he says that it was
with the greatest reluctance that the
Government brought down a Bill for so
large an amount. The hon. gentleman
quoted certain figures, in which he showed
that the total horrowing for this session
would amount to £7.100,000, bringing
the total indebtedness of the colony up
- to about £12,000,000. On the basis of
the present population this sum s
equal to about £34 per head. Tt
is true that the popula,tion will in-
crease, and in three vears’ time probably
there will be 200,000 people here.
This will bring the indebtedness to £52
per head. The Minister, however, did
not assure us that the Government would
borrow no further moneys during the
next three years. If hon. memhers will
look at the schedule they will see that
there are certain works from which only
the first instalment is provided, and this
shows that before three years are passed
there will have to be a fresh loan. There-
fore, the deductions of the hon. the
Minister that three years hence the in-
debtedness will be only £52 per head are
wrong. The hon. gentleman compared
Western Australia with the other colonies
to show that we could afford te borrow
the money, but I differ from him because
our conditions are entirely different. We
have very few industries, whereas in the
other colonies there are thousunds of
acres of first-class land upon which they
can rely, and we all know that it is only
that which is raised from the soil which
is the true source of wealth. In refer-
ring to the Fremantle harbour works, the
hon. gentleman says he looks forward in
three years’ time to the steamers of the
P. and 0. and Orient Companies coming
into the basin inside the river. I do not
think he was sincere in that, because I
am of opinion that no one, even in his
wildest dreams, could imagine anvthing
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of the kind.

Seeond Keadiag.

Thur Hox. 1. K. Goscpus:
not ¥

Twe Hox. F. I CROWDER: Be-
cause these ships costa lot of money, and
the companies which own them possess
comnon senge, and would never allow
them to go into a place where they must
break their backs. The expenditure,
however, has commenced, and even if we
lose by it we must complete the works.
The oulv good I helieve the harbour works
will do will be to open up the river and
enable the steamers of medium size to
tand their cargoes in Perth. Then 1
come to the item, * Fremantle Dock and
8lip,” and, as regards this, T say the
Gtovernment have made a mistake. I do
not say so because I represent Albany,
but because T think a dock 5]10111(1
be placed wheve there is the most
shipping, and at a port which is the
most  accessible. If it were placed
in Princess Royal Harbour at Albany
it would meet the wants of the
ocean steamers and be accessible to the
trade Dbetween the Eastern colonies and
Europe. The Government, however, in
its policy of centralisation, is intent upon
allowing the many to go down for the
benefit of the few. The hon. the Min-
ister pmmised to furnish the fullest
reports in committee, and I might point
out to him that it would save time if he
would lay them on the table so that we
can digest them. Tn regard to the
Menmes and Kanowna Lalh\a.ys T trust
that the Government, if this Honse
assents to them, will take steps to see
that the rolling-stock for them is m the
colony Lefore they are commenced, and
also that in callin g for tenders the colony
may know exactly what the railways will
cost. Under the conditions that the
Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie railways were
let t.he colony has lost an enormous
amount. I am credibly informed that
Messrs. Wilkie Bros. have made a huge
fortune out of the work, and that after
December next the line will he handed
over to the Government unballasted.
The contractors have used the trucks to
carry merchandise instead of for ballast-
ing the line. After the 30th December
next the Government will take over the
railway and will have to set about
ballasting it, and charge Messrs. Wilkie
Bros. with the cost. I trust that the
Government will see that tlis sort of

Why
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thing dovs not ocenr again. 1 do not
intend to oppose the second reading of
the Bill. [ may say. however. that it
strikes me the Government have no
policy in regard to the goldfields. They
are simply shelling out to them with
both hands.
to build railway lines to enable the
inhabitants to live cheaply, and they are
taking off the duties from everything
that pertains to the mining imdustry.
I take it that they would he conserving
the interests of the colony hetter if t.he,}
retained the duties. and not only started
the contribution {o the Sinking Fund
sooner, but doubled the amount. I may
ha a pessimist, but it s not impossible
that we may have a Jarge population here

-to-day wnd none to-morrow. I thoroughtly !

sympathise with the Government in
their reluctance to bring forward this
Bill, but there is no doubt that if they
had sat down and refused to borrow
money they would vot have held their
offices for half an hour. At the same
time [ think they are going too fast. I
may say, also, that no matter what may
be our future prosperity there are dark
fimes ahead ; but we have the satisfaction
of knowing that in the Ministry we have
gentlemen of unguestionuble honour and
integrity. men upon whom the breath of
guspicion bas pever fallen, and whatever
may bappen in regard to this Bill, T feel
sare our opinions of them will never
change,

Tue Hon. H. BRIGGS: I rise with
pleasure to support the second reading
of this Bill. T can see many good works
in the schedule, some of which affect the
health of the towns, and others which are
of a reproductive character. Tthink itis
a pleasing thing that the Government are
in a position to bring forward such a
schedule of works, most of which are
reproductive and remunperative. I shall
1ot detain the House except.to reply to
one or two remarks that have fallen from
hon. members. One hon. gentleman said
he thought that certain works ought to
be paid for out of the revenue. T do not
agree with him. I think that, as future
generatlons will have the benefits of the
works, thev should contribute towards
them. It 1sonly just to distribuie the
payment of these works over & period of
15 or 20 years. Another hon. gentleman
said that we should soon have a network
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ol rilways all over the colony,  For my
part, I shall be pleased when that prog-
nusticalion comes troe, becauwse it will
show that we are progressing in every
direction. T shall support the second
reading of the Bill.

Tue Hox. D. K. CONGDON: ]
merely rise to say that it affords me great
pleasure to support this Bill. I have
been o consistent supporter of the public
works poliey of the Government. and I
intend to continue that course. I defy
uny hon. member to place his finger on
any item iu the schedule to this Bill and
say it is not & vemunerstive work. The
requirements of the colony are great, and
our finuuciul position is such as to warrant
the works beiug undertaken.

The Hox. D. McKAY : This, &ir, is
the last of threc loans which have been
hrought before the House since I had
the honour of taking my seat on the
2nd September last. They amount in
all to ahout £7,100,000, This sum is
being added to the indebtedness of the
colony in about a month and a half, and
surely, therefore, the present must be a
red letter day in the history of the
colony. Tt is enough to take one's breath
away. Viewing these facts, I can hardly
help thinking how rapid has been the
growth of our progress, but, at the same
time, it seems to me that the Government,
have not altogether done justice to all
parts of the colony. There is not a
single mention of the North in this Bill,
and 1 must place on record my utter dis-
appointment at such cruel treatment. I
ean remember when the Government were
proud of the North, because it contributed
very materially to the revenue. Since
then o change has come over the scene,
and, although I am pleased to see the
prosperity of the South, T am grieved
that the North has been more or less
veglected. T hope we shall live to see
the day when the North will show that
it is deserving of better consideration. I
do oot think it is the desire of the Govern-
ment to be unkind to the North, for I
think it is more through force of circum-
stances than design that this particular
part of the colony has not been found a
corner i this great Loan Bill. The

. Government, however, are looking for-

ward to a critical time, and T believe the

- Premier, like a wise general, is marshal-

ling his forces to assail his antagonists in
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the coming strife. T am not one of those
who believe that these loans, formidable
as they appear to be, are going to break
the whole colony. 1 believe the colony
has treasures in her bosom to wmeet all
these loans, and, holding this view, I do
not feel justified in voting against the
Bill now hefore the House.

Tar Hon. J. H. TAYLOR: I shall
support the second reading of this Bili,
and in doing so T wish to refer to a few
of the remurks made by the Hon. Mr.
Crowder. He said that the Government
had no policy with regard to the gold-
fields. As far as I can see the Govern-
ment have a policy, and it is to develop
the fields, The goldfields have made the
colony what it is, and in the future I
believe all our hopes will be fulfilled.
Then the hon. member said . that the
Government were handing to the gold-
fields money with both hands, and were
practically getting nothing for it. because
they were taking off the duty on nearly
every article. The remarkable increase
in the revenue of the colony, however, is
a complete answer to the hon. member,
beeanse it will be generally admitted that
the greater part of it has come either
directly or indirectly from the ficlds, and
only a small item amounting to about
£20,000—the duty on mining ma-
chinery-~has been takeu offf With
regard to the railways to the goldfields
there is no doubt that they are the
cheapest lines that have cver heen con-
structed in the world, and the cause of
their cheapness is that they have been
let out under a peculiar system, by which
the contractors have been able fo malke
large fortunes out of the goldfields’
population. Therefore the people of the
fields have directly contributed to the
construction of these railwuys. I may

be possible that some of the items on the’

. schedule may be attacked, but I think

the Hon. Mr. Crowder was ill advised
when he chose the goldfields railways as
the theme for his condemnation.

Tur Hon.J. E. RICHARDSON : T do
not intend to oppose this Bill, notwith-
standing that the Northern members get
the credit of opposing all measures for
the South. Great stress has been laid
on the indebtedness per head which this
Bill will involve. We must remember,
however, that the money is not to he
gpent all in one year, and that in three
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years’ time our population will be about
200,000, making the indebtedness only
about £52 per head. Many of the
works 1 the schedule are supposed to
be reproductive. Qut of the item for
rolling-stock I hope the hon. the Minister
will be able to provide sufficient funds to
bave the Cossack-Roehourne tramway
run by an engine instead of Ly the
present obsolete method of horse traction.

Tre Hox. 8. J. HAYNES: I do not
intend to oppose the second reading of
this Bill; still, I take this opportunity of
individually protesting against what I
congider to be excessive borrowing. It
seems to me that to inerease our indebted-
ness by £7,000,000 is a large order for a
small community. As far as the item
which was passed during the time I was
away is concerned, I may say 1 think the
Government have got a good bargain,
and the purchase of the railway will
bring us nearer to the time when the
wlole of the railways in the volony will
be under the control of the Government.
I do not propose to deal with all the
items in the schedule, but, referring to
No. 6, *“Sewerage for towns the
works are such that should be undertalen
by municipalities rather than by the
State. I recogmse the difficulty the
Government are in in regard to horrow-
ing, and I trust that the works which
they are about to undertake will be repro-
ductive, and that the colony will not get
into a mess similar to that which some of
the other colonies have got into. We
are now having our boom time; they are
having the reaction. In this excessive
borrowing, it seems to me we are going
too far, especially when we remember
that we have not the same resources to
fall back upon as the other colenies.
The geldfields vertainly look well, but
the price we are paying to develop them
is a very big discount on the future. 1
would rather see the colony go ahead a
little more slowly and certainly. Tustead
of haviog a Loan Bill for £6,000,000 I
would prefer to see the amount reduced
by one-half. If we had not undartaken
the Coolgardie water scheme we might
have saved £2,000,000 out of the
£2,500,000 and I believe we should bave
atlained the end we desired just as well
and more rapidly. T do not intend, as I
say, to oppose the Bill; I only desire to
protest against this excessive borrowing.
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Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E H. Wltt.euoom) The other evening
you stated, sir, that I might huve the
right of saying a few words a secoud time
in reply, owing to the fact thut I was
under the impression when I last spoke
that no other hon. member wished to
address the House. However, I have
very little to add. The development of
the coleny is taking place at such a great
pace that the Government ave driven
alouyg with it, and they find it necessary,
unless they are to stop the progress
altogether, 1o afford reasomable facilities
to the people for carrying on their various
industries. At such a time it would be
uiterly absurd to say that we shounld
~ stand still, and I feel certain that no
Ministry which adopted the course would
occupy their offices very long. I have
already stated that the Government
brought in this Bill with reluctance, and
that, if they had seen any other reason-
able means of gaining the same ends,
they would never have asked hon. mem.-
bers to embark upon the borrowing of so
large an amount. Take each of the
works which has been provided for. Can
any hon. member show that any one is
unnecessary, or that it can be carried ount
by any other means than that proposed
by the Government? Take the Great
Southern Railway. Even those hon.
members who object to this Bill con-
sidered that that was the best bargain
the coleny had made. See what a
difference 1t makes to us when we get
nearer home; but we should possess
broader minds, and not look on these
matters from a small, parochial stand.-
point. The Hon. Mr, Crowder said he
hoped there would be no more borrowing
for three years. I simcerely join with
him, and T ¢an say that the only ground
npon which the Government will seek to
raise further moneys during the next few
years is that the colony has again gone
ahead very rapidly. Hon. members may
rest assured that the Government will not
seek to borrow further unless it is abso-
lutely necessary, and that there is the
crreatest justification for it. According
to the Hon. Mr. Crowder, the Fremantle
barbour works can do neo good, and if
we are to follow his advice we had
better stop them. T was glad to see
the hon. gentleman, however, give his
support. to the item for rolling stock.
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No one can contradict the fact that the
one great drawback to the colony for
some time past has Dbeen the want of
sufficient rolling stock. The scarcity of
trucks has done more harm to the in-
dustries than can be expressed, notwith-
standing that the Government have ex-
pended £400,000 of nnauthorised money.
I would just like to make a passing
remark in reply to what the Hon. Mr.
Crowder said in regard to the construc-
tion of railways. The reason the Govern-
ment did not force the contractors to
ballast the line at once was that it was
thought better that the people on the
fields should have the advantage of get-
ting up their machinery and food supplies
in preference to ballasting the line, which
can be done afterwards when trucks are
more plentiful, Although Messrs. Wilkie
Bros. have done well, I am sure no one
begrudges them what they have made,
and we must all remember that if it had
not been with a view to getting the
trafic the line would never have been
finished as quickly as it has been. If
the Government have lost a few pounds
the people have reaped the advantage of
it. ‘Then I come to the Hon. Mr. Stone.
I never expect to be able to satisfy the
hon. gentleman, and I shall not attempt
to do so. No Bill has ever been intro-
duced into this House for the benefit of
Western Australia but what it has heen
opposed by the hon. member. He now
says he will not allow a single item to
pass until he is convinced that it is right.
I think life is too short to waste fime in
trying to convince the hon. member. The
hon. member said this Bill shenld not go
through until the Railway Bill had been
passed, but it seems to me we must find
the money first or else we shall be asked
what is the use of passing a railway until
we kuow where the money to construct
it iz to come from. T must coungratulate
the Houn. Mr. McKay on the generous
manner in which he spoke. Looking at
the schedule, it does seem as if the
district which he represents is left out,
but, the Governnent have endeavoured not
to put more in the schedule than it could
kelp, and they have proposed to nnder-
tuke only the more pressing works. It
may be some pleasure to the hon. mem-
ber to know that the telegraph line
between Nullagine and the western shore
has been authorised. Looking around
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the country, how can anyone say that
these works are not required ¥ How can
auyone =ay that the rolling stock is not
necessary ¥ Then, take the money which
is to be spent in towns. Can anyone
say that is not necessary ¥ Perth is said
to be u most unhealthy place to live in,
and then, when the Government come
down and try to bring about a good
sanitary condition, they are opposed by
those who ought to know better. Water
works are required all over the colony,
and, notwithstanding that they will be
remunerative, the item to provide them is
opposed. In fact, every item in this
schedule is absolutely neecssary, and I
hope bon. members will agree to the Bill
as it stands,

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): I move that you,
gir, do now leave the chair for the pur-
pose of considering this Bill in ¢om-
mittee.

Tue How. 8. H. PARKER: I do not
think the time has arrived when we can
consider this Bill in committee. We
should, I think, have the Estimates of
the revenue and expenditure for the
current year before us, so that we may
know what works are provided for out of
the revenue, and thus be enabled to
ascertain whether it is possible that some
of the works on this schedule may not be
provided for from the revenue. Move-
over, I would point out that these
Estimates shonld now be upon the table
of the House. The Audit Act provides
that they shall he laid npon the table of
this House, and in not doing so, the hon.
the Minister has neglected a statutory
duty. We know that the revenue far
exceeds the demands of the public service,
and we should see whether part of it
cannot be set aside for some of the works
which are specified in this Bill. Again,
we know that at Coolgardie and other
places, lands are being sold at enormous
prices, producing a large revenue, and I
cannot but think that the money so
ohtained might not well be put aside for
the purposes of some of fthese works.
It may he, too, when we get the Estimates
before us, we shall find some of the money
is to be frittered away on agricultural
railwars and unnecessary harhour works,

[COUNCIL.]

In Uommittlee.

" In these cireumstances I objuch to going
into cormmittee at the present time.
Question put.
The House divided with the following
result . —

i Ayes 7
Noes 6
Majority for 1
AYES. NoEs.
The Hon. H, Briggs The Hon. W. Alexander
The Hon. B. S, Haynes The Hon. F. 1. Crowder

The Hon, D, MeEay The Hon. A. B, Kidson
The Hon. J. E. Richardson| The Hon. 8. H. Parker
The Hon. J. H. Tayl The Hon. F, M. Stone

. H. Taylor
The Hon. E, H. Wittenpom { The Hon. S. J. H(uj;'l'l;as)
viler),

The Hon. D. K. Congdon
(Teller},

Question put and passed.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clause }-—agreed to.

Clause 2—Power to raise money for
certain purposes :

Twe Hown. F. M. STONE: I move
that progress be reported. T think the
reasonable request which the Hon. Mr.
Parker made should have been acceded
to, for I do not see how it is possible for
us to proceed with a Bill of this kind
unless we have all the facts hefore us.
At present we are completely in the dark
as to what works the Government intend
to construct out of revenue, and it may
be that we may find it possible that some
of the items in the schedule to this Bill
muy be provided for out of our current
income. We are here to check husty
legislation, and in order to enable us
to do so we shonld have the fullest
particulars.

Motion put.

The committee divided with the follow-
ing result :~

Ayes
Noes

| ~T S

Majority against 1

AYES, NoEes.
The Hon, F. T, Crowder The Hon. H, Brigys
The Hon. A. B. Kidson The Hon. D. K. Congdon

The Hon. 8. H. Parker
Tlhe Hon. J. E. Richardson
The Hon. F. M. Stone The Houn. .J. H. Taylor
The Hon. 8. J. Hoynes The Hon, E. H, Wittenoom
{Teller).| The Hon. W, Alexander
(Tellor)

The Hon. R, S. Haynes
The Hon. D. McKay.

Motion put and negatived.

Toe Hox. F. T. CROWDER: I deeply
regret that the hon. the Minister for
Mines has not thought fit to accede to
the- very reasonable request which has
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buen made to him by the Hon, Mr. Stone
and the Hon. Mr. Parker. If the hon.
gentleman wishes a direct Opposition to
arige in this House he is going the right
way to force it. We are asking for
not,h.mg unreasonable; we are not pro-

posing to throw the Bill out, or to block -

it, but we desire to obtain further infor-
mation. When I agreed to the second
reading of the Bill T @id so on the
assurance that the hon, the Minister

would never offer any objection to giving |

us a little time in which to consider the
details.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) : I think hon. mem.
bers will give me credit for being reason-
able and courteous, and for respecting
" their wishes. I feel certain that the Hon.
Mr. Parker will admit that on no oceasion
has be had cause to complain of the way
in which I have treated him. On this
occasion I have felt that he has not been
acting from his own point of view in
requesting an adjournment. There are
some members who persistently block
everything, and I do not see why the
majority should be coerced by a small
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, purposcly neglected to lay them on the
tab e, but it is certainly open to remark
tha.t. there may be some object for keep-
ing them back. The hon. gentleman
i says these Estimates have been dealt
. with in the Press. I do not say that
everything is untrue which appears in
the papers, but I expect, when I am
asked to discuss inatters, that all the
mformation shall he furnished to me
here. T understand the hon. gentleman
i has now no further objection to post-
| poning the consideration of the Bill, and
I T therefore move that progress be re-
| ported.
. Motion put and passed.
« Progress reported.

 ADJOURNMENT.
The House, at 930 o'clock, p.m., ad-

journed until Wednesday, October 14th,
1896, at 4-30 o’clock, p.m.

minority. It has been asked that the -
Estimates should be laid on the table. -

They have been before the colony for
some time, and have heen dealt with
most comprehensively by the Press. T

have no desire, however, to run counter

to the wishes of hon. members, and if it
is their wish to adjourn I shall offer no
further objection.

Tue Hon. S. H PARKER: I might |
say that the hon. the Minister is eorrect

when he states that I am not following |
exactly my own views in the present
My views are even stronger |

instance.
than those I have expressed. I think
this Bill should be referred to a select
committee, and evidence taken on all the
items; but, in deference to the wishes of
other hon. members, I have adopted the
more modified couvrse. When I spoke
on the second reading of the Bill, I
mentioned that we could not properly
consider 1t without the Estimates of
revenue and expenditure; and there is
no reason why they should not be laid
upon the table. Indeed, under Section 16
of the Audit Act, a statutory duty is
imposed upon the Government to lay
those Estimates before both Houses. I
do not suggest that the Government have

Legrsluttve Rssembly,
Tuesday, 15th Oectober, 1896.

I Great Southern Roilway Purclhose Bill: first reading—
, Messnge Asgsent to Bills—ILoans Consclidntion Bill :
in committee; third reading—Apnunl Estimates:
Public Works, further considered, and Estimates
concluded—Mlines Regulation Act Amendment Bill:
first rending— Bnstardy Laws Act Amendmment Bili:
fieat read.lng—Brldges over Railway : Report of
Joint Select Committes—Cue-Nnnnine ilway
Rill: in committee; third resding—Ferth Race-
course Raiiway Bill: in committee—Industrial Stn-
tistics Bill: second reading—Jury Act Amendment
Bili: second reading—Public Henlth Act Amend-
ment Bill: gecond rending—Dlotions: Leave of
Absence—Adjournment.

Tae SPEAKER took the chair at
430 o’elock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

GREAT SOUTHERN RAILWAY
PURCHASE BILL.
Introduced by the PrEMIER, without
notice (the Standing Orders being sus-
pended). He said the Bill was merely
' for carrying out, the intention which had




