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MR. CLARKSON said the country
members had been taken somewhat by'
surprise by the motion that had been
carried to sit on Priday ; and as they
had this week made other engagements,
he would asked the Premier to move the
adjournment of the House till Monday.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir 5. Forrest)
said the notice of Friday's sitting had
been rather short, and lie would consent
to adjourn till Monday.

Oil the motion of the PRExiER, the
House adjourned at 12 minutes past I I
o'clock, pin., till the next Monday.

Mrqisiirtibe %se-mbtn),
Mfondayj, 121h October. 18.96.

wan, of a Quorm-Adjonn.n.et.

The SPEARER took the Chair at 4,30

ii'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

WANT OF A QUORUJM: ADJOURNMENT.

At the expiration of fifteen minutes
from the time appointed for thle meeting
of the House, there not being a quoruim
p~reseut, tile SPEAKER declared the House
adjourned until the next sitting day.

igcqislntibe Qtoancii,

Tuesdayj, 131h October. 18.96.

Crinilnal Evidence Bill: third rnading-Mines Best-
lation Act, 1895, Amendment Hill: third reedfing-
Bastardy Laws ActAnmendmnent Bill: third reading-
Auistrulasian Federation Enabling Billi second read.
ing; eoiuittee- Hansard " Reporting Arnuge.
tmnts: Legislativec Assembly's Me.... e-L ...s
ConsoliKidtio Bill: first reading-Waterworks Bill:
second reaing; committee-Loan Bill (.0,500,00),
1896: second reading; coniznitte-Adjoutnnrent.

THE PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G.
Shenton) took the chair at 4-30 o'clock.
p.m.

CRIMINAL EVIDENCE BILL.
THIRD READING.

This Bill was read at third time, and
paftsed.

MINES REGULATION ACT, 189o,
AMENDMENT BILL.

THIRD READING.

This Bill wats read at third tunie. and
possed.

BASTARI)Y LAWS ACl AMENDMENT
BILL

THIRD READING.

This Bill was read a third time, and

AUSTRALASIAN FEj)ERATION
ENABLING B3ILL.

SECOND READING.

Tan MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. ',Vittenoom): Hoei. members will
he aware that it is intended by the
various colonies of Australasia to endea-
your to frame a federal constitution.
With that object itt view Bills have been
suilijiutted. to the various PaMrliamients for
die purpose of arriving at some method

ocarrying out the desired end. It has
been considered advisable that our colonv
should select sonie ten members to re-
p)resent it at the Convention which is to
be held. This Bill provides for the
selection of these ten members, who shall.
it is p)rovided, proceed to the other
colonies at a time to be fixed upon, and
there meet the other delegates who have
been appointed and discuss the question
of federation, and endeavouir to agree
to a s *ystemi which will be mutually satis-
factory. With regard to the election of
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the delegates, it is proposed that every'
p.erson who is qualified to vote for a
mnembler of the Legislative Assembly mar
be nominated as a memnber to represent
the colony at the Convetntion, as long as
hlis noliiliatioli is supported b~y 20 people
who ate voters. Therefore,' it will be
seen that the choice of delegates is not
confined to memilbers of 4.nther House.
After the nominations have been sent
in -a returning officer will be appointed,
[ad then the members of the .Legislative
Council and the Legislative Assembly
will meet together, anld wvill elect fromn
those nominated ten ge.nticen to re-
pre-sent thle colony at th e Convention.

THE Hov. J. E. RrcAmRSON: How
will they, be selected?

TUE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenooni): By writing down
the names of the tenl members, and, if
there is any equality in the voting, they
%Vill be balloted for or put up again
When the Convention tneets, the dele-
gates will frameL at constitution. As sooni
aLS the draft is agreed to, it wvill bie sub-
mitted to the Parlianments of each of the
c;olonies. A. decision will then be conmc
to as to whether it is advisable to have
anything to do with the constitution, or
whether it is desirable that any sugges-
tions should be made. The draft, either
amended or not, will then go back to the
Convention and be further considered.
after which it will he again submitted to
the rarliaments. If the Parliaments
agyree that it is desirable to accept it, it
will then be submitted to the p~eople of
the colony to see whether it shall be
accepted or not. By Clause 28 the con-
stitution, ats framed by the Convention,
will be considered to have been rejected
unless 6,000 voters vote in thle affirmative
for it. The method of selecting the
delegates for this colony is similar to
that which has been adopted in Queens-
land, except that there the members of
the Convention must be selected by the
Legislative Assembly. The Upper House
of Queensland has no voice in the
mnatter, and I believe the reason for that
is that the Legislative Council of Queens-
land is nominated. Here we have an
elective Council, and both Houses w.ill
sit together to elect the delegates. The
delegates will be paid £3 per day for
every day the Convention sits, but it is
provided that the acceptance of the office

is not to bie demed an office of protit
under the Crown. If amnv i-oloinr afdopts
the constitution as final!;' aZroed to, anl
address will be presented to the Queen
praving that it roar he given effect to.
I do not, think I lleedl say more, and I
ItIove that the Bill be now read at second
time.

TuE lox. S. H. PARKER: The idea
of a federated Australia is nto doubt a
grand one. If we can convert at number
of small colonies into one p.owerfuil united
state, there wiill be no question that
Australia will command a different.
position in the world to that which she
does at the present day. Rowever, with.
respect to Western Australia, I cannot, as
at lirescnt advised, consider, that it wll
be entirely in her initerests to federate.
If federation mleans that there shall be
uo internal customns-house, that we shiall
lhave free trade in Australia generally
wvith protection against the outside world,
I doubt very Much whether it will accord
with the views of the Goverinment as to
the settlement of the land. As I said,
oniv recently, in view of the fact that our
great national inidustry is inininc, it is
questionable whether we should not
advocate a systemn of free trade, but no
doubt intercolonial free trade, as far as
the agt'ienLltnarists as-e concerned, will be
the same as free trade with the world
because they really compete now. not
with the wo'rld, but with the Austr-alianl
colonies.' Therefore, possibly a new con-
stitution wvithi internal free trade, would
be detrimental to the settlement of the
soil. However, I suppose we are all
agreed that Western Australians must
be represented at this convention and
take part in the discussions on this great
subject. I do not know whether this
Bill is drawn inl the same way as Bills of
the other colonies, but I might point out
that the fact that the delegates are to be
elected by both Houses means that the
Legislative Assembly may, if they think
proper, unite to elect the whole of the
10 delegates, because they have 33 votes,
whereas this House has only '21, I do
not know xvhether members of this House
will be desirous of taking part in the
framing of the federal constitution, for
it seems to me that a delegate must be a
mnan of leisure with the time to devote to
the work. The Convention, as I under-
stand it. is to prepare a constitution,

Second Reading. 997
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and then adjouru for a period of
not less than 60 days or more than
120 days. Presuming that it adjourns
for 100 dlays, our delegates will have to
remain where the Convention is held, or
they will have to return here and then go
back again for the purpose of considering
the draft of the Bill. This will obviously
take a considerable amount of time, and
as the remuneration is only to be paid
for those days on which the Convention
meets, it seems to ine that any delegate
will be called upon to pay a considerable
amount of his own expenses. Looking at
it in this light, I do not know that it will
be a desirable position to fill. The hon.
gentleman who introduced this Bill said
that the constitution, having been framed,
will then be sent back to the Parliaments,
but it seems to me by the Bill that the
constitution having been framed the
Convention will adjourn for not less than
60 days, in order that the delegates may
reconsider the position, and that the Bill
will not go before the Parliaments until
it is finally settled. Then, if it is ap-
proved by the Parliaments, it will go to
the electors. I presume this Bill has
been drawn to accord with the Bills of
the other colonies, and for my part, I am
glad to see that steps are being taken to
bring this important question to all issue.
If in the future it is considered wise arid
expedient to federate, no doubt a great
mauy questions which are agitating the
minds of the people of the various
Colonies will be removed from the arenas
of local politics, and will probably be
dealt with more advantageously by the
Federal Parliament. When the time
arrives, perhaps the several colonies may
discover that there is no further need of
our having two Rouses, and that one
House in each colony will be amply
sufficient to deal with the local subjects
that remain.

TnE HON. F. T. CROWDER: It is
not my intention to oppose the second
reading of this Bill, nor do I intend to
take up the time of the House in speak-
ing to the question. I trust, however,
that this House, when the Bill gets into
committee, will see its wayk to so alter it
that each House may elect five delegates.
As pointed out by the Hon. Mr. Parker,
the Legislative Assembly may now, if it
thinks fit, override the vote of this House
entirely.

THE HON. S. J. HAYNES: I shall
support this Bill practically in its present
form, for I think it is a step towards the
formation of a grand united Australia.
I do not anticipate, however, that this
Convention will be able to framne a con-
stitution which is acceptable, but the
discussion which will take place will give
publicity to the question, and lead, in the
future, to the end which is so) much
desired. I am pleased to see that no
hasty steps are to be taken, and that the
fullest opportunities are to be afforded
for considering the subject. I think the
Bill is a step in the right direction, and
I shall support the second reading.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): I think it is very
desirable that this colony should take.
part in the framing of a federal constitu-
tion, even if we do not afterwards see
our way to adopt it. In the future our
conditions may alter, and we may then
desire to enter the federation. When
the time arrives it will be a source of
satisfaction to us to know that we had a
hand in framing the constitution. If
hon. members will look at Clause 23 they
will see that after the draft of the Con-
vention is framed it must be submitted
to Parliament and then sent back to the
Convention. It will then be finally
settled and again remitted to Parliament,
and then, if approved, will be submitted
to the people. Therefore the Parliament
will have two opportunities of considering
it before it is sent to the people for final
decision.

Question put and p)assed.

Bill read a, second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses I to 13-agreed to.

Clause 14-How a person may become
a Candidate:

THE HON. W. ALEXANDER: It is
stated in this clanse that a candidate
shall be nominated by not less than '20
persons, but there is no provision made
to prevent a large number of candid-
ates being noominated for one elector-
,ate.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoomi): For the purposes
of this Bill the colony is one elect,)?--
ate.

In Committee.
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Clause--agreed to.

Clause 1 s-agreed to.

Clause l6-Advertisenents and in-
timnations:

TuE HUN. S. H. PARKER: I should
I je glad to know whether this is a similar
provision to that which is contained in
the Bill which was introduceQd in Victoria.
It is provided that the Legislative Council
and the Legislative Assembly, and not
the electors. shall elect the delegates. It
seems to i that ats federation peculiarly
affects the people they should have the
voice in the election of delegates and not
thiu members of Parliament.

THE HoN. D. K. CONGDON: If the
Ho,,. Mr. Parker's views were carried out
there would be nothing to prevent Perth
electing the whole of the delegates and
that would not be desirable.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): The Government
have given this matter most careful con-
siderattion. I may say that all the other
colonies, with the exception of Queensland
and Western Anstr-alia, have decided that
the people shall elect the delegates. It
has been thought, however, that as the
members of both Houses are directly
elected by the voters of the colony, the
election might take place by the two
Houses sitting together nd voting.
rp.'ji will not be so cumnberous at method
ats electing the members by the vari .ous
constituencies. 'When the constitution is
finally drafted and approved byv Parlia-
mient, then the people will be 'asked to
sa whether they approve of it or
not.

THE HoN. F. T. CRO %ATER: I move
that progress be reported. I do so for
the purpose of enabling me to bring in
anl amendment to this clause, providing
that this Hotuse shall elect at certain
number of the delegates.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittentootn): Suppose each House
selected the same men re

THE PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir Gt
Shenton): The matter Cannot be debated;
I must put the question.

Question, that progress be re1 .,orterl.
put and passed.

Piognmss reported.-

"HANSARD" REPORTING ARRANGE-
MIENTS.

Consideration in Committee, of the
following message from the Legislative
Assembly ;

c"Message No. 40.

A/r. .Presideufl,

-The Legislative Assembly, having,
this day passed the following resolution,
That inl accordance with the iaeont-
iendationi contained inl the Report of

lIe lutile during the recess to place
the ' Hansaird' reporting staff on at per-
manicut and efficient basis, anud that the.,
TLibrary Committee, acting jointly with
the LibramvConimitteeof thetegislative

"Council, bie requested to take this
matter into consideration, With at View
to giving effect to- tile above recoi-
mnendation,' presents the same to the
Legislative Council for its concurrence.

JAS. G3. LEE STEERE,
"Speaker.'

THE HON. S. H. PARKER: Will you
tell uis, sir, the names of those who
Constitute the Library Committee?.

THE PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G.
Sheriton) : The Ron. Mr. Wittenoom, the
Hon. Mr. Parker, and the President.

THE M1INISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenocin) : I move that the
message he agreed to, andl for the reason
that we may have an opportunity of
talking over the lbest method of carrying
out the reporting and publicatioi Of the
debates, and, if p)(sib~le. conie to a satis-
factorv ainsugement. At the beginning

ofthis session the arrangements for pub-
lishing the debates broke down, and
matters wvere- not altogether satisfactory.
Subsequently an, -arrangement wats made
for the remaining part of the session, and
we are now having the debates pub~lished
better than before. When time conmmittee
mieets, if no better system tman the
present one canl Ie shown, there will be
no reason for altering the existing
-arrangetments.

THE H~oN. J. W. HACKETT: What are
the terms of thle present arrangement

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Honl.
E. ff. Wittenoomn) : We pa £C30 per1
miontih. The reason that we entered into
this arrangement was that we were i)Iac-
tiealiv gettinig no reports. I enltered jnto
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this arrangement almost at a moment's
notice, after having discussed it with the
President.

Tas Hoz;. J. WV. HACKETT: This £-30
is, independent of the reporting?

THE@ MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenooi) : For the publication
oiily-nothing to do with the reporting.

TE How. S. H. PARKER: I should
like to ask the hon. gentleman why it is
that the consideration by the Library
Committees of two Houses will enable a
better arrangement to be come to than if
the President of the Legislative Council,
the Speaker of tile Legislative Assembly,
and thle Government arranged? I can-
not see whiat advantage there is in asso-
ciating these other gentlemen with the
question. Surely it is not so difficult a
matter that the chiefs. of the two Houses
cannot settle it? I have always been
glad to accept a position (on thle Library
Committee, although it is seldom called
together, but I did not undertake to be
associated with another conmmittee for the
purpose of discussing and arranging the
best method for reporting and publishi ng
the debates. I do not know that I have
time to devote to these discussions.

THE PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir Gi. Slien-
ton) : I mar be allowed, perhaps, to mrake,
a slight explanation. I speak for the
Speaker and myself when I say that we
have found this question of publishing
the debates a very troublesome one, and
we desire to be relieved of it. The
reason why it was suggested that the
miatter should be referred to the Library
Cornmiittee is, that that conmmittee is the
only one which has power to sit during
recess. I think if it is left to these com-
mnittees, before the Hlouse next meets
some satisfac-tory atrrangemlents will be
inade.

THE How. F. T. CROWDER: I move,
ais an amendment, that the Legislative
Council acquaints the Legislative Asseni-
ly, in reply to MAessage No. 40, that it

has mnade. satisfactory arrangements. for
printing and reporting the debates, and
does not, therefore, see thle necessity of
acceding to the request.

Tu PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G.
Shenton) : Before this is puit allow inc
to draw attention to the fact that thle
present is only a temporary arrangement,
and will come to an end immediately the
House rises.

THRE How-. F. T. CROWDER: The
reason I move this is that we desire to
have some better arrangements than we
have had for the publication of thbe de-
bates, and having entered into a satis-
factory agreement I do not think it well
to disturb it. It will be within the
knowledge of the hion. members that last
session arrangements were made for pub-
lishiiug the debates. These arrangements
were broken through the default on the
part of the Legislative Assembly, and
through no fault of the Legislative
Council. The arrangement was a joint
one, and yet the Legislative Assembly,
without in any way consulting the Legis-
lative Council, dlid away with it. A
resolution was afterwards passed by this
House under which arrangements were
miade for a daily " Hansard," and in view
of what has occurr-ed in the past I main-
tain that if there is to hoeany joint control
we shall get into the same difficulty as we
did before. In these circumstances I
think both Houses should make their own
arrangements. What we wanit is a daily

Hansard " published in the pap~ers.
Tu-E HON. J. W, HACKETrT: There is

11o daily " Hanisard." The reports oif
last Thursda y only appeared to-day.

Tun HfON. F. T. CROWDER: that is
near enough. It is very inconvenient for
hon. members of this Rouse to do their
duty to their constituents unless they
have the reports. If through illness or
other causes a member is unable to be
present. hie has no opportunity of know-
ing what takes place in the House unless
we have these reports, and unless lie waits
for perhaps 10 months, until the debates
are published by the ~overnment Printer.
I have brought this amendment forward
to test the views of hon. members, and I
feel sure they will support it.

Tun, HowN. D. K. CONGDON: I was
certainly in favour of the proposition lint
forward by the Hon. Mr. Crowder, but
after what the President has said, that
the present is only a temporary arrange-
nient, I think it would be better to leave
the matter in the hands of the commiittee.
If the committee does not see its war to
making the arrangements we desire we
can then deal with the matter ourselves.

THE Hov. R. S. HAYNES: I note
that the resolution sent to us reads that
thle committee is to make arrangements
for placing the " Hansard " Staff On a pr

Assembly's Resolution.
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inantent and efficient basis, in accordance
with the recommendation of the --Han-
sard." Committee. I dto not know what
that is.

Tnn Hox. F. T. CnownEa: A coin-
inittee of the other House.

Tan HoN. R. S. HAYNES: We do
not know wvhat that report is. We have
never beent consulted in thle matter. The
breakdown of the arrangements made last
session was through the fault of the
Legislative Assembly, and we were not
consulted. There is no guarantee given
in this resolution that the Assemblyv will
pa ' much deference or respect to thle
wishes of this House, and uniess somile
assuranlce is g iven I do not thinl we are
justified in asking the Library Committee
of this Hiouse to meet the committee of.
another place for the purpose of making
a joint arrangement. By passing this
resolution we are giving the Library Corn-
nuittee carte blanche, and I do not think
wve should do this, seeing that what we
desire is to have these debates published
as soon after they take place as possible.
In these circumnstances, I do not think it
would be safe to commit ourselves to the
resolution inl its lpreselnt form, anti there-
fore I shall vote against it.

THE HoN. F. M. STONE: This resolu.
tion says that the library committees aire
to meet for the jpurpose of placing the
reporting staffs onl a jpermnanent and
efficient basis. This hais nothing to do
with the publicationof the reports. What
we want is a daily report. If this resolu-
tion had gone further, and said that the
committee should consider the qunestion
of having these daily* reports, I would he
prepared to go with it, but in its present
form it would certainly be inadvisable to
pass it. If we add words to the resolu-
tion to include the consideration of
Jpublishing daily reports, then, I think,
we mnight vote for it.

THE How. J. W. HACKETT: What
do you mean by daily ?

THE: How. F. M. STONE: Thle next
morning, or so soon thereto as ptc-
ticable. WeV may be sitting very late,
and it may ' be impossible to get the
reports in a paper on the followin"g morn-

ing. In, this ease they- could conc out
the clay following6. The resolution as it
stands will not carry out what we desire,
,and I propose that we add words to it
wvhich will g ive effect to our wishes.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) : i may say that the

*present arrangemient is only a temporary
one for the remainder of the session.
After the resolution, which wvas passed

*by this House. I spoke to the hon. the
President. and camne to the conclusion
that it would be as well to enter into
this arrangement. We found that the
work could be done at a small cost, and
the b~argain was clinched at once. At
the end of the session, however, the
arrangement terminates. I may point
out that, were it not for- time fact that the
aamunt involved is small, we could not
hmave~ made even the present arrangement,
because we have no miont-v. When the
committee mneets there is nQo reason why
at similar arrangement should not be
entered into for next session, and thus
meet the wishes of lion. members. If it
appears that time joint committee is
unable to deal with the matter in a satis-
factory manner to uts we call retire and
make our own arrangements. I think
the sug~gestion of the Hon. Mr. Stone is
at good one, and I Shall not Object to its
incorporation in the message, because it
will at least show what is thme desire of
this House.

THE PRESIDENT (Hlon. Sir Gi.
Shenton) : One speaker has stated that
lie does not see wvhy this matter should
not be dealt wvith by the President and
the Speaker. I may ay that we have
had some trouble in the past over thc
matter, and we now desire to have other
gentlemen associated with us, so that we
mlay have the benefit of their advice. It
is impossible that the work of this House
can be carried on with one reporter. We
have sat longer than we have on any
previous occasion, and it is impossible for
one reporter to sit here, from 4-30 p.m.
sometimes till 10 p.m., and take down all
the speeches verbatimn. If this matter is
left to the Speaker and the President,
with the assistance of these committees,
I think we shall he able to enter into
some arrangement which will be satis-
factory to bon. members.

THE HON. S. H. PARKER: If we are
to have at daily report it will require a
considerable addition to our staff, for a
reporter must have time to wite out his
notes. I take it that a reporter should
not take more than two hours' notes,
otherwise he will not lie able to get them
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written up1 ji timec for pulication next
mia'fng.

THE PRESI])ENT (Ron. Sir G.
Shenton) : Thle matter wants careful con-
sideration.

THE Hoa. S. Hi PARKER: For in
part, I think if we desire the poublic to
read the debates they must be condensed
mocre. Where they run into coliliiiis and
colUnlus I do not think anyone will wade
through them. In these circumtane
I c;an quite understand that it is rather
prejudicial to a newspaper to publish r-e-
ports of Parliament in full.

THE HON. J. W. HACKETT: It. is
ruinous.

THE HON. S, H. PARKER: I think
i n these circ umstaues; it would lie as well
if we arranged to get a good condensed
report of this House published. As re-
gards the Assembly, of course, that being
the popular House, the newspapers will
always publish a report of the proceedings.
A newspaper is hound to keep up withi
the times and must Publish the reports.
It is only in regard to this House, there-
fore, that we want to mnake arrangements.
We might, however, have, as I say, a
ijooid condensed report, and if wve succeed.
in securing the services of the able. re-
porter we have at present we might weti
leave the condensation to hini inlstead of
insisting onl having verbatim. reports.

THEu HoN. F. T. CROWDER: I beg
to withdraw in v amiendmnit

A-mendmient, by leave, withdrawit.
THE HoN. F, M. STONE: I move that

the words "' and to have r1.(Prts Of thle
debates of both Houses published in a
daily newspaper," be inset-ted between thle
words " basis " and -and " in thle fourthl
Line of the resolution.

Amendment put and Passed.
Resolution, as amended. agreed to and

reported.

LOANS C;ONSOLIDATION BI[LL,
This Bill was received from tile L'egis-

lative Assemnbly, and was read at first time.

WVATlERWORI(S BILL2t
SECOND RtEADINGi.

Tns MINISTER FOR MINES(Hn
E. Hf, Wittenoomn): Hors, uiielinhers axe
taare th1at froi,1 :il I parts Of thle couLiitr '
demands have licccii ade upon tile
(I' IVin ii m,'iit 1141 ,r14'i ' WiLI~AT SI 0li ] tS.

Up to thle present thley have been unable
to meet these, and n~ow they bring for-
ward this Bill to enable those localities
Which desire to laZLVe a supply (of water
to provide the samte for themfselves, with
the assistance of the Governnieiit. If
hl. members will loot- at the schedule

Fof the Loan Bill, they will see that
£1C00,000 is put downl for the Water
-supplies for, town,,,: ;;d that iiio'ny will
be expended under this Bill. T1'e whole
gist oif this Bill is this :-Anv town or
district can apj)ly to thie Government to
come withinl the scolpe of thle Bill. and lbe
created a 4VWater' district. Certain formis
will then have to be gone through, anld
if thle Government find that the rates
avatilable abre su~fticienat to pay working
exp~enses and sinking fund, then they
may provide the funds to carry out the
works. Thle whole of the Bill is prae-
ticallY contained within Clauses S to 10.
The Government 'nay proclaimi any town
a water district, and appoint sonie memi-
her of the Executive to be thle Minister
to adniinister the Act; and bhe will, after
his appointment, have all the poer of
a body corporate. When any district
applies to become a11 Water district, each
owner of land mnust set down his name,
and furnish certain other particulars pro-
vided by thle Bill. Thle probable amount
of the water rate will have to be stated,
and then this %%-iil be checked by the
Works Department; and if it is found to
bie sufficient to pay' thle working expenses
and sinking fund, then the Minister mlay
lay the estimates before Parliament for
approval, and obtain the passing of a
special Act p.roviding the m oney to carry
out the works. This Bill i, ,therefore,
hedged round with ll sorts of safe-
o~luards. Thle rest of the Bill is miade
IP pOf umerous0.1 other cla1uses for asses-
sing and rating, most of which are ob-
tamned from the Municipal Act. Under
Clause 20, ML water rate not exceed-
ing 2s, in thle pound may be levied.
Clause :32 provides that the land shiall. be
responsible for the water mate, and Clause
41 gives8 power to mnake lw-laws with
pentalties ntot exceeding £20. There is a
provisionl against the obstruction of the
works. aiid Clause 66 staLtes thiat the, rati-
shiall be paid to the Treasurer. The rest
(of iI i chluse are of a generl1 niatume. I.
mayL say that. under Chaise 108 tIme
NI iijistei: las puwer, whien tlie works nitl'

[COUNCIL.] 8ecotal Readiaq.
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completed, to lease them to corjxmratiOnS
or other public; bodies. I formally move
that the Bill be 110w read a second time.

THE HON;. R. S. HAYNES: The Bill
1)efore the House Contains somethling like
112 clauses, and I venture to say that no
lion. member has read it through. If hie
has hce does not Understand it. The
object of the Bill is at praiseworthy one.
and I Should be prcp:tnxl to support it if
it had been at all carefully drafted. I do
not know who is reponsible for the draft-
ing of these Bills, but a. great Mniy Of
them that come here require considerable
alteration. I hope the lion. the Minister
will not object, to ainy alterations in comn-
inittee. In Clause 1-5 an alteration is
required "~ regards the rating. Then
again Clause 26 provides that a rate not
exceeding 2s. in the pound sh-all be levied.
In Perth it has been quite galling enough
to have the rate of Is. in the pound.
Then I might ask what is a person going
to get for his 2s. ?

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E.
H-. Wittenoom) : took at Clause 9.

THE Hog. R. S. HAYNES: That does
not refer to it. In Perth we know what
we are to get for the water rate. We are
allowed a free use of the Watter for
domestic purposes. We are not going to
gut that in this Bill. What are we to

THE MININISTrn FOR MINES (H00. E.
H. Wittenoom) :Water.

THE HON. R. S. HAYNES: No~thitng
of the kind. All the Bill satys is that a
rate not exceeding 2s. in the p.ound u'V
be levied. Of course it is intended that
water shall be supplied, but in the draft-
ing of the Bill this has been omitted to
be stated. Then iu Clause 29 I Should
like to know what is thie mneaning, of the
words "adjoining where such pipe is laid.''
In other Acts a person niust he within at
certain distance of the main before he is
compelled to pay a rate. With these
words a person may own 10,000 acres of
land and thus be a consideralble (listance
from a main, but still lie would have to
pay the rate,' alhougih hie could get no
wrater. Then b y Clause 41 the Minister
may fix a scale for p.ayment by measure,
lbut this Bill is so clumisily drawn that it
does not say that when at person pays by
Measure, tine value of his rates is to hc
deducted. L(10 not intend to oppose the
l'ilL. hnt. 1 do hope thie lion. tin- Minister

will see his waty to acecept a number of
amendments in committee.

THE Hows. F. M. STONE: 1 have
looked through this Bill and I agree
with tile Ron. -Mr. Havnes that it has
not been very carefully drawn. The lion.
gentleman is quite right wvhen hie says
that there is nothing to show what people
are to get for their rate. In Perth
people get a domestic supply, hut under
this Bill they aire to get nothing. Under
Clause 69 the Minister is to provide
Wiater for all persons entitled thereto, but
who ai-e the persons entitled ? There
has been a good deal of fighting over
these words in another Act, and it seems
to me there Should be some definition of
them placed in the, interpretation clause-
-to this Bill. I also agree with the Hon.
Mr Na tis that if a person pays for
water by measure hie should be entitled
to have the value of his rates deducted.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1 to 10-agreed to.
Clause li-Annual assessment to be

made:
Tnr, How. F. M. STONE: I would

Inow ask the lion, the Minister what
provision there is in) the Bill for Supply-
ing wa'iter to those piersons who paty rates ?
In Perth rat-s art only payable by
persons whno airc with in at certain distance
of at pipe. Under this, Bill half thec
peo ple who pay r ates Ilati not be able to
get near the water.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H.. Wittenuoin) : This is &nkv a pr
missive Bill ifor tile p)upose of enabling
water-works districts to be created. No
one need take advantage of it unless lie
likes. If the rates are so high no one is
boiund to conic in uinder the Bill and pay
them. I mall point out to hion. members
that bcefo-e any vwaterworks can be con-
structed at Special Act will have to he
passed. and any- apparent omniSSions inl
this Bill will be Supplied in that Special
Act. This Bill is only to enable the

*initial proceedings to be taken.
THE HON. A.-B. KIDSON: Clause 4],

Subl-section 8, iS wpnewhat of anl answer-
*to the lion. Mr. Stone.

THE ffON. It. S. HAYNES: It is not at
permissive Bill, because every special
.A.-t I hal W-ill 6- passedl Will he inneompor-
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lotted with this one. I do not intend to
oppose this Bill, bOut I do say' , let Lis have
an Act that the people can understand.
Do not let its pass ragged Acts such as
have go'ne from this House in the past
the Building Act, for inestanico,

THE HON. F. M. STONE: The lion.
the Minister has not answered my point.
Under this Bill as it stands it seems to
me, that a number of persons wvill ite pav-
ing water rates without getting water.
Under the- Perth Waterworks Act no
person is asked to pay a rate unless he is
within 180 feet of the matin. A. similar
clause is wanted htere.

THE HON. J. E. RIOHARDSON:
Suppose at district applied to have water-
works constructed. It might be that
three-fourths of the people only could be
supplied. I talke it then that the other
fonrth would have to paty rates without
having the lm,.neflt of the wvater.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenont) In order that wve mia y
hlave a little further tinme to look into this
miatter, I move that progress he re1)ortedl.

Motion put and passed.
Progress reported accordingly.

THE PRESIDENT then left the chair
for all hour.

On resuming,

LOAN BILL (43,50o,000), 1896.

SECOND READING-ADJOURNED DEBATE.

THE HfON. F. M. STONE: Nothing
aives ine greate regret thnto beobie

tosa' tatI do not intend to oppose the
seejud reading of this Bill. It certaily~
would have given me pleasure to have
moved that it be read at second tjine this
day six months, hut there are several
items in the schedule which prevent me
from being abie to do so. These works
the colony has already entered upon, and
we must continue them. At the same
time, I regret that this borrowing policy
is still to go on. Already this session we
hlave passed a number: of Loan Bills
which add Considerably to the indebted-
ness of the colony, and it seems to tue
that, in the circumstances, it would
have been better had the Government
endeavoured to provide for many of the
items which are contained in this Bill out
of current revenue. Although we are in

iL proQsperous condition, that is no reason
why we, should borrowv. The present
policy (if the Government looks very'
much as if we were afraid we will not
get sufficient gold frmn the mines, and
must go outside the Colony to borrow so
its to bolster theim up. If the Colony is
so prosperous, that is all the imore reason
why we should provide, for many of these
works out of revenue. It has been said
that it will take three or four years to
spend the money, that by that time wve
shall hlave at larger popildtiOil, and that
the amount of our indebtedness will then
be very much less. If that is so. then I
inay say that during these three years
our inevenlue w~ill alO increase, and we
Shall have further amounts te spend.
Many of the works wvill not be completed
within three years, and during that time
we shall have more revenue, and might
well provide for them. Although I do
not intend to oppose the second reading.
I Shall endeavour to have the fullest par-
ticumlars supplied, so that if there is the
slightest chance of knocking out any of
the amounts in the schedule we can do
so I do not consider the explanations
which have been given by the lion, the
Minister are by any mneans sufficient.
It seems to Ine that, before we go into
committee we should have the Estimates
of revenue and expenditure before us,
and full particulars as to each item,
so that it cannot be said that this
House has passed the Bill without due
consideration, With reference to the
item "Development of Igoldfields and
mineral resources, £200,000," it has been
said that a certain amount of the
money will be required for water supplies.
I shouild have thought that there was no
longer need for this, seeing the enormous
Sums that had been expended in the past.
Even if some money is required it could
well, I think, have been obtained from
revenue. If this amount is to be expended.
over three years, surely we Could have
provided, saiy, £50,000 or £60,000 a&year
out of revenue to cover it. Then,
with regard to the item ." Water supplies
for towns," I should like to know what
towns are to be Supplied. Are we to give
at general license to the Government to
supply 1 any towns they) think fit?

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E.
H. Wittenoon) : What about the Water-
works Bill '
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THE Has. F. M1. STONE:- Under that
Bill every work has to come before
Parliament, but this schedule does not
provide that every work shall come before
Parliament. There is nothing under it
to prevent the Government constructing
waterworks in a dozen different towns
without consulting Parliament at all.
The Fremnantle dock and slip I agree
with. If we are going to make Fremantle
the harbour of the colour it is necessary
that we should have a dock, and I feel
sure that the income from it will pay the
interest on the outlay. Attiesame time,
I would have preferred to see this money
provided out of revenue. We hare a
tremendous revenue, which is increasing
Qay by day, out of which an amount of
£5 0,000 a year for this work ought easily
to be found. In reference to the Fre-
mantle harbour works the colony is
bound to conti nute them. It would be
absurd not to go on with them after hay-
inig gone so far. I should like to have
some particulars in regard to the item for
"Dredges and barges." "Sewerage for
Perth and Fremantle "-This is a. neces-
sary item, although I should like to have
sen it provided out of revenue. We have
£100,000 provided out of revenue for the
the Eunhuryv harbour works.'

TaE HoN. R.- S. HAYN ES: X40.000.
Tax Hop. iF. M1. STONE : £100,000

is to be spent in instalments. This work
was placed on the Estimates, because the
Government were afraid that this House
would never' consent to a Bill for their
construction. Sceig, however,. that the
Government can find the mioney out of
revenue for this work, I cannot see why
the amiount for the sewerage cannot also
bie found, Then £270,000 is set d]own
for the Meuzies r-ailway. This iteni sur-
prises inn, and, for thi's reason, the Bill
for the construction. of the line has not
yet been brought in, and this amount
practically binds us to the route. If we
pass this, we shall be told that wve can-
not start the railway other than from

l~goorlic, because the amount set clown
will not be sufficient to take it from an"
other point. On the question of the
WKanowna, railway. I agree with the re-
marks of the Hon. Mr. Parker. This is
a 12-mnile railway, and surely such a work
ought not to have found a place in a Loan
Bill of this kind. After waiting for so
long for the completion of the Kalgoorlic

railway, surely the carting of 12 miles
ought not to prevent the development of
the wines, The carting of hundreds of
miles did not prevent the development of
the Great, Boulder. and surely if the mines
at Ranowna are worth anything, the
carting for twelve miles wvill do no serious
daniage. On the Murchison, for the
past three years, machinery has been
carted for hiundreds of miles, but this has
not stopped the development of the miiines.
Then, again, look at Marble Ear. No
railway is to be built there, but only a
road. This railway sems to me to be a
sop to the Ooolgardie goldfields, and pre-
sently we shall find ourselves running a
railway to every mnine. Then we coine to
the items for improvemients to open rail-
ways. I am not surprised at it, because,
judging from the way the Works Depart-
ment h as been m anaged, i t i s evident th at
they maust have a large amount to cut at
when they think necessary. Before we
pass these i tems, however, we should h ave
the fullest paiticumlars. £400,000 worth of
rolling stock has already been ordered, and
another £400,000 worth has been sent,
for. For the present I think this is
slifhecient, and I should like to see the
other £4,00,000 struck out, altogethier.
The Works Delpiartment would not like
this, because their efforts are always
direc;ted to getting a hui 1 sum thrown
into their sink, or sewer. I shall desire
to see the fulflest particulars given in
respect to these iteins, and to he con-
viniced that the whole of themn are
absolutely' necessary. There is no reason
why we should borrow a penny more
than is necessary. It is the duty of this
House to stop the policy of reckless
horrowing. We have seen the result of a
siilatr policy in the other colonies, and if
we do not take care we will soon bring
ourselves into their position. What we
desire is to make a prosperous colony.
which will flourish for timne immnemior-
ial.

THEv HoN;. F. T. CROWDER: I
rise with a good deal of diffidence to
address myself to this Bill, because I feel
that,, w h atever arglumients. I bring forward.
they will not stay the borro-wing policy of
the Government or convince hon. mem-
bers or the general comnmnity that the
Government are 'going too fast. With a
few exceptions, most people feel that the re
is a good time before themn. and they are

lotnt Bill: [13 OCTOBER, 1896.)
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pleabsed to sec the aGovernmenlt expending
millions. They feel that, whatever is
spent, a small percentage of it will stick
to the inner linimn of their own pockets.
They say-Hang the future; let us
have the present.' Still this House hats
a duty to perform, and we should prevent.
as far as possible, reckless borrowing.
There is no doubt that the amont now
proposed would have statggered us a few
years ago, and I fully feel for the hon.
the Minister when hie says that it was
with the greatest reluctance tha~t the,
Government brought down at Bill for so
large an amount. The lion. genitlemnan
quoted certain figures, in which he(. showed
that the total borrowing for this session
would amount to £?.].00,000, bringing
the total indebtedness of the colony up
to about £12,000,000. On the basis oif
the present population this sunt is
equal to about £84 per head. It
is true that the population will in-
crease, and in three years' time probably
there will be 200,000 people here.
This will bring the indebtedness to £52
per head. The Minister, however, did
not assure us that the Government would
borrow no further moneys during the
next three years. If hon. members wvill
look at the schedule they) will see that
there are certain works from which only
the first instalment is provided, and this
shows that before three years are passed
there will have to be a fresh loan. There-
fore, the deductions of the hon. the
Minister that three years hience the in-
debtedness will be only £52 per head are
wrong. The hon. gentleman compared
Western Australia, with the other colonies
to show that we could afford to bcorrow
the money, but I differ from him because
our conditions are entirely different.. We
have very few industries, wvhereas in the
other colonies there are thousands of
acres of first-class land upon which they
can rely, and we all know that it is only
that which is raised from the soil wvhich
is the true source of wealth. In refer-
rng to the Fremiantle harbour works, the
bon. gentleman says he looks forward in
three years' time to the steamers of the
P. and 0. and Orient Companies coining
into the basin inside the river. I do not
think hie was sincere in that, because I
am of opinion that no one, even in his
wildest dreams, could imagine anythingr
of the kind.

TnE HO .140 .D. C IN h Win'
not

THE HiON. F. T. CROWDER: Be-
cause these ships cost a lot of money, and
the companies which own them possess
commion sense, and would never allow
them to go into at place where they must
break their backs. The expenditure,
however, has commenced, and even if we
lose by it we must complete the works.
The only good I believe the harbour wiorks
will do will be to open up the river and
enable the steamers of miediumt size to
land their catrgoes in Perth. Then I
come to the item, -' Fremantle Dock and
Slip," and, ats regards this, I say' thme
Governmnt have made a mistake. I do
not say so because I1 represent Albany,
lint because I think a dock should
Ibe placed wvhere there is the most
shipping, and at, at port which is the
most accessible. If it. wvere placed
in Princess Royal Harbour at Albany
it would meet the wants of the
ocean steamers ad be accessible to the
trade between the Eastern colonies and
Europe. The Government, however, in
its policy of centralisation, is intent upon
allowing the many to go down for the
benefit of the few. The lion. the Min-
ister promised to furnish the fullest
reports in committee, and I might point
out to him that it would save time if hie
would lay them on the table so that wve
can digest them. In regard to the
Menzies and Kanowna railways, I trust
that the Government, if this House
assents to them, will take steps to see
that the rolling-stock for them is in tme
colony before they are commenced, and
also thiat in calling for tenders the colony
may know exactly what the railways will
cost. Under thie conditions that the
Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie railways were
let the colony has lost an enormous
amount. I am credibly informed that
Messrs. Wilkie Bros. have made a huge
fortune out of the work, and that after
December next the line will be handed
over to the. Government unballasted.
The contractors have used the trucks to
cair v merchandise instead of for ballast-
mug the line. After the 30th December
next the Government will take over the
railwayr and will have to set about
ballasting it, and charge Messrs. Wilkie
Bros. with the cost. I trust that the
Government will see that this sort of
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I lung dues not (oiul. aga'ili .1. do nlot
iutelld to oppose the second reading of
the Bill. [ mna 'ysay. however, that it,
strikes mec the Government have no
policy ilk regard to the goldfields. They
are sim-ply shelling out to them with
b oth hands. They' are spending millions
to build railway linies to enable the
inhabitants to live cheaply. and they are
taking off the duties from everything
that pertains to the Mining industry.
I take it that they would be conserving
the interests; of the colony better if they
retained the duties. and not only started
the coiitibution to the Sinking, Fund
sooner. but doubled the amoun11t. I may
he at pessimlist. but. it is -not impossible
that. we may have a large population here
to-day and none to-monrow. I thoroughly
sYni1 Jathise with the Government ini
their reluctance to bring, forward this
Bill, but there is no doubt that if they
had sat down and refused to borrowv
money they would uot have held their
offices for half an hour. At the same
time .[ think they are going too fast. I
mnay' say, also, that no matter what may
he our future prosperity there are dark
timies ahead; hut, we have the satisfaction
of knowing that in the Ministry we have
gentlemen of unquestionable honour and
integrity, mien upon whom the breath of
suspicion has never faflen, and whatever
may happen in regard. to this Bill, I feel
sura our opillions of them will never
Ohange.

THE HON. H. BRIGG+S: I rise with
pleasure to. support the second reading
of this Bill. T (,an see many good works
in the schedule, sonic of which affect the
health of the towns, and others which are
of areproductive character. I think it is
a pleasing thing th at the Government are
in a position to bring, forward such a
schedule of works, most of which arc
reproductive and remunerative. I shall
not detain the House except. -to reply to
one or two remarks that have fallen from
11o11 members. One lion. gentleman said
hie thought that certain works ought to
be paid for out of the revenue. I do not
.agree with him. I think that, as future
generations will have the benefits of the
works, they should contribute towards
them. It is only just to distribute the
payment of these works over a period of
16 or 20 years. Another hon. gentleman
said that we should soon. have a network

44' railways all1 over flie; volny. For III .1
part. I shall be pleased when that prog-
anmtieaiom tomes true. because it will
Show that we are progressing in every
direction. I shiall support. the secondi
readinig of the Bill.

TanE Ho-,. D. K. CONGDON. I
mnerely rise to say that it affords me great
pleasure to support this Bill. I have
been a. consistent supporter of the public-
works policy of the Governmient. and I
intend to continue that course. I defy
any hion. member to place his finger onl
any item iii the schedule to this Bill and
say it is not at remunerative work. Thet
requirements of the colony are great, and
Oulr fi nanicial position is such as to warrant
the works being undertaken.

THEit H-oN. D. McKAY: This, sir, is
thme last of three loans which have been
brought before the House since I bad
the honour of taking my seat on the
2nd September last. They amount in
all to about £7,100,000. This sum is
being added to the indebtedness of the
colony in about a month and a half, and
surely , therefore, the present must be a.
red letter day in the history of the
colony. It is enough to ta'ke one's breath
away. Viewing these facts, I can hardly
help) thinking howv rapid has been the
growth of our progress, hut. at the sanme
timie, it seenis to mie that the Government
have not altogether done justice to all
parts of the colon y. There is not a
single mention of the North in this Bill .
and I must lplace on record my ntter dis-
appointment at such cruel treatment. I
eali remember when the Government were
proud of the North, because it contiributed

ivery materially to the revenue. Since
thenD a change has come over the scene,
and, although I am pleased to see the
prosperity of the South, I amn grieved
that the North has been more or less

1neglected. I hope we shall live to see
the da Y when the North will show that
it is deserving of better consideration. I
do not think it is the desire of the Govern-
miut to he unkind to the North, for I
think it is miore through force of circum-
stances than design that this particular
part of the colony has not been found a
corner in this great Loan Bill. The
Government, however, are looking for-
ward to a. critical time, and I believe the
Premier, like a, wise general, is marshal-
ling his forces to assail his antagonists in
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the coming strife. I am not one of those
who believe that these loans, formidable
as they appear to be, are going to break,
the whole colony. I believe the colony
has treasures in her bosom to meet all
these loans, and, lioling this view, I do
not feel justified in voting against the
Bill now before the House.

THE HON. J. H. TAYLOR: I shall
support the second reading of this Bill,
and in doing so I wish to refer to a few
of the remarks made by the Hon. Mr.
Crowder. He said that the Government
had no policy with regard to the gold-
fields. As far as I can see the Govern-
ment have a p)olicy, and it is to develop
the fields. The goldields have made the
colony what it is, and in the future I
believe all our hopes will be fulfilled.
Then the lion. member said that the
Government were handing to the gold-
fields money with both hands, and were
practically getting nothing for it,. because
they were taking off the duty on nearly
every article. The remarkable increase
in the revenue of the colony, however, is
a complete answer to the hon. member,
because it will be generally admitted that
the greater part of it has come either
directly or indirectly from the fields, anti
only a small item amiounting to abont
£20,000-the duty on mining ma.
chinery -has been taken off. With
regard to the railways to the goldfields
there is no doubt that they are the
cheapest lines that have ever been con-
structed iii time world, and the cause of
their cheapness is that they have been
let out under a peculiar system, by which
the contractors have been able to make
large fortunes out of the goldfields'
population. Therefore the people of the
fields have directly contributed to the
construction of these railways, It mar
be possible that some of the items on the
schedule may be attacked, but I think
the Honi. Mr. Crowder was ill advised
when lie chose time goldfields railways as
thme theme for his condemnation.

THE HON. J.B. RICHARDSON: I do
not intend to oppose this Bill, notwith-
standing that the Northern mienibers get
the credit Of Opposing all Measures for
the South. Great stress has been laid
on the indebtedness per head which this
Bill will involve. We must remember,
however, that the money is not to be
spent all1 in one year, and that in three

years' time our population will be about
200,000, making the indebtedness only'
about 62 per head. Many of the
wvorks in the schedule are supposed to
be reproductive. Out of the item for
rolling-stock I hope the lion, the Minister
will be able to provide sufficient funds to
have the Cossack-Roehourne trammvav
run by) an engine instead of by the
present obsolete method of horse traction.

THE HON. S. J. HAYNES: I do not
intend to oppose the second reading of
this Bill ;still, I take this opportunity of
individually protesting against what I
consider to be excessive borrowing. It
seems to mec that to increase our indebted-
ness by £7,000,000 is a large order for a
small community. As far as the item
which was passed during the time I was
away is concerned, I may say I think the
Government have got a good bargain,
and the purchase of the railway will
bring us nearer to the time when the
whole of the railways in the colony will
lbe under the control of the Governnment.
I do not propose to deal with all the
items in the schedule, but, referring to
No. 6, " Sewerage for towns," the
works are such that should be undertaken
by municipalities rather than by the

State. I recognise the difficulty the
Government are in in regard to borrow-
ing, and I trust that the works which
they are about to undertake will be repro-
ductive, and that the colony will not get
into a mess similar to that which some of
the other colonies have got into. We
are now having our hoom time; they are
having the reaction. In this excessive
borrowing, it seems to me we are going
too far, especially when we remember
that we have not the same resources to
fall back upon as the other colonies.
The goldfields certainly look well, hut
the price. we are paying, to develop them
is a very big discount on the future. I
would rather see the colony go ahead a
little more slowly and certainy. Instead
of having a Loan Bill for £C6,000,000 I
would prefer to see the amount reduced
by one-half. If we had not undertaken
the Coolgardie water scheme we might
have saved £22,000,000 out of the
£2,500,000 and I believe we should have
attained the end we desired 'just as well
and more rapidly. I do not intend, as I
say, to oppose the Bill; I only desire to
protest against this excessive borrowing.
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THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): The other evening
you stated, sir, that I might have the
rig~ht of saying a few words a second time
in reply, Owing to the fact that I was
under the impression when I last spoke
that no other hon. member wished to
address the House. However, I have
very little to add. The development of
the colony is taking place at such a great
pace that the Government are driven
&long with it, and they find it necessary,
unless they are to stop the progress
altogether, to afford reasonable facilities
to the people for carrying on their various
industries. At such a time it would be
utterly absurd to say that we should
stand still, and I feel certain th-lat no
Ministry' which adopted -the course would
occupy their offices very long. I have
already stated that the Governmet
brought in this Bill with reluctance, and
that, if they had seen any other reason-
able means of gaining the same ends,
they would never have asked hon. mem-
bers to embark upon the borrowing of so
large an amiount. Take each of the
works which has been provided for. Can
any hon. member show that any one is
unnecessary, or that it can be carried out
by ally other means thau that proposed
by the GovernmentP Take the Great
Southern Railway. Even those hon.
members who object to this Bill con-
sidered that that was the best bargain
the colony had made. See what a
difference it makes to us when we get
nearer honie; but we should possess
broader mninds, and not look on these
matters from a, small, parochial stand-
point. The Hon. Mr. Crowder said he
hoped there would be no more borrowing
for three years. I sincerely join with
him, and T can say that 'the only ground
upon which the Government will seek to
raise further moneys, during the next few
years is that the colony has again gone
ahead very ralpidly. Eon. members may
rest assured that the Government will not
seek to borrow further unless it is abso-
lutely necessary, %ad that therfe is the
greatest justification for it. According
to the Hon. Mir. Crowder, the Fremnantle
harbour works can do no good, and if
we are to follow his advice we had
better stop them. I was glad to see
the hon. gentleman, however, give his
support to the item for rolling stock.

No one can contradict the fact that the
one great dratwback to the colony for
some time past has been the want of
sufficient rolling stock. The scarcity of
truc(ks has done more harmn to the in-
dustries than can be expressed, notwith-
standing that the Government have ex-
pended £400,000 of uinauthorised money.
I would just like to make a, passing
remark, in reply to what the Hon. Mr.
Crowder said in regard to the construe-
tion of railways. The reason the Govern-
meat did not force the contractors to
ballast the line at once was that it was
thougbt better that the people on the
fields shouild have th e ad-vantage of get-
ting up their machinery and food supplies
in preference to ballasting the line, which
can be done afterwards when trucks are
more plentiful. Al1though Messrs. Wilkie
Bros. have done well, I am sure no one
begrudges them -what the 'y ha-ve made,
and we mnuss all remember that if it had
not been with a view to getting the
traffic the line would never have been
finished as quickly as it has been. If
the Glovernment have lost a few pounds
the people have reaped the advantage of
it. Then I come to the Hon. Mr. Stone.
If never expect to be able to satisfy the
hon. gentleman, and I shall not attempt
to do so. No Bill has ever been intro-
duced into this House for the benefit of
Western Australia but what it has been
opposed by the hon. member. He now
says hie will not allow a single item to
pass until hie is convinced that it is right.
I think life is too short to waste time in
trying to convince the hon. member. The
bon. mnember said this Bill should not go
through -until the Railway Bill bad been
passed, but it seems to me we must find
the money first or else we shall 1)e asked
what is the use of passing a railway until
we know where the money to construct
it is to come from. I must congratulate
the Hon. Mr. McKay on the generous
manner in which he spoke. Looking at
the schedule, it does seem as if the
district which he represents is left out,
but the Governmient have endeavoured not
to put more in the schedule than it could
help, and they have proposed to under-
take only the niore pressing works. It
may he some pleasure to the hon. mnem-
ber to know that the telegraph line
between Kullagine and the western shore
has been authorised. Looking around
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the Cu'iiih' V, hkOW tAll any01ne say tha-t,
these wvorks are not required ? How can
anyone say that the rolling stock is not
necessary ? Then, take the money which
is to be spent in towns. Caa anyone
say Chat is not necessary 9 Perth is said
to be a most iunhealthy place to live in,"
and then, when the G-overniment comle
down and try to bring about a good
sanitary condition, they are opposed by
those who ought to know better. Wate r
work arc required all over the colony,
and, notwithstanding that they will be
remunerative, the item to provide them. is
opposed. In fact. eveny item in this
schedule is absolutely necessary, and I
hope bon. members will agree to the Bill
as it Stands.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
TirsE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.

E. H. Wittentoou) : I move that 'you,
sir,. do now leave the chair for the pur-
pose of considering this Bill in comn-
inittee.

Txs HoN;. S. H, PARKER: I do not
think the time has arrived. when wve can
consider this Bill in committee. We
should, I think, have the Estimates of
the revenue and expenditure for the
current year before us, so that we may
know what works are provided for out of
the revenue, and thus lie enabiled to
as certain whether it is possible that some
of the works on this schedule may not be
provided for from the revenue. More-
over, I would point out that these
Estimates should now be upon the table
of the House. The Audit Act provides
that they shall be laid upont the table of
this House, and in not doing so, the lion.
the Minister has neglected a statutory
duty. We know that the revenue far
exceeds the demand s of the public service,
and we should see whether part of it
cannot be set aside for some of the works
which are specified in this Bill, Again,
we know that at Coolgardie and other
p~laces, lands are being sold at enormous
prices, producing a large revenue, and I
cannot hut think that the money so
obtained might not well be put aside for
the purposes of some of these works.
It may he, too, wvhen we get the Estimates
before us,. we shall find some of the money
is to he frittered away on agricultural
railways and unneessary harbour wvorks.

In these cicumstances I objcjct to going
into commiittee at the present time.

Q tiestion put.
The Rouse divided with the following

result :

Ayes .. .. 7
Noes .. .. 6

Majority fo~r .. I

AYES. NOES.
The Hon. H, Briggs The Hon. W. Alexander
The Hon. R. S. Harnes The Hon. P. T.' Crowder
The Hos. ID, McKay The Hon. A. 11. Kideon
The lion. J. U. Richardson The Hon. S. H. Patrker
The Hon. J. H. Taylor The Ho"n. F. M. Stone
The Hon. E.H. Wittenonns The Hon. S. J. Haynes
lThe Hon. D. K. Congdon (ie)

(Teller).

Qutestin lnt and passed.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 1--agreed to.
Clause 2-Power to raise money for

cer tain purposes:
Tnar HON. F. Al. STONE: I move

that progress he reported. I think the
reasonable request which the Hon. Mr.
Parker made should have been acceded
to, for I do not see how it is possible for
its to proceed with a Bill of this kind
unless we have all the facts before us.
At present we are completel 'y in the dark
as. to what works the Government intend
to construct out of revenue, and it mnay
1be that we mar find it possible that some
of the items in the schedule to this Bill
maty he provided for out of our cuirrent
income. We are here to check hasty
legislation, and in order to enable us
to do so we should have the fullest
p~articulars.

Motion put.
The committee divided wvith the follow-

ing result:
Ayes ... .. 6
Noes .. .. 7

Majority against 1

AYES. Noss.
The Hon, F, T, Crowder The Hon' H. Brim5
The Hon. A. B. Kideon The Hon. D. Kibffongdoss
The Hon. S. H. Parker The Ho's. R, S. Haynes
The Hon. J. H. Richardson The Hon. D ' McKay.
The Hon. F. M. Stone The Hon. J1. IH. Taylor
The Ron. S. J. Haynes The Ron. R. H. wittennois

(Tdiecr). The Hon. W. Alexander
(Te1isr)

Motion put and negatived.
Tn rlioN. F. T. CROWDER: I deeply

regret that the lion. the Minister for
Mines has not thought fit to accede to
the- very reasonable request which has
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been made to him by the Hon. Mr. Stone
and the Hon. Mr. Parker. If the hon.
gentlemian wishes a direct Opposition to
arise in this House he is going the right
way to force it. We are asking for
nothing unreasonable; we are naot pro-
posinag to throw the Bill out, or to block
it, but we desire to obtain further infer-
mnation. When I agreed to the second
reading of the Bill I did so on the
assurance that the hon. the Minister
would never offer any objetction to giving
us a little time in which to consider the
details.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E5. H. WittenoonO: I think hon. mnem-
bers will give me credit for being reasoni-
able and courteous, and for respecting
their wishes. I1 feel certain that the Hon.
Mr. Parker willt admit that on no occasion
has he had catuse to complain of the way
in which I have treated him. On this
occasion I have felt that he has not been
acting from his, own point of -view in
requesting an adjournment. There are
some members who persistently block
everything, and I do not see why the
majority should be coerced by a small
minority. It has been asked that the
Estimates should be la-id on the table.
They have been before the colony for
some time, and have been dealt with
nmost comprehensively by the Press. T
hare no desire, however, to run counter
to the wishes of lion, members, and if it
is their wish to adjouorn T Shall offer no
further objection.

THE HoN. S. H. PARKER: I might
say that the hon. the Mfinister is correct
when lie states that I air not following
exactly my own views in the present
instance. My views are even stronger
than those I have expressed. I think
this Bill should be referred to a select
committee, and evidence taken on all the
items; but, in deference to the wishes of
other hon. members, I have adopted the
more modified course. When I spoke
on the Second reading of the Bill, I
mentioned that we could not properly
consider it without the Estimates of
revenue and expenditure; and there is
no reason why they should not be laid
upon the table. Indeed, under Section 16 1
of the Audit Act, a statutory duty is
imposed upon the Government to lay
those Estimates before both Houses. I
do not suggest that the Government have

purpJosely neglected to lay them n 0)tile
ta e, but it is certainly open to rema~rk

that there may be some object for keep-
ing them back. The hon. gentleman
says these Estimates have been dealt
with in the Press. I do not say that
everything is untrue whic h appears in
the papers, but I expect, when I am
asked to discuss mnatters, that all the
information shall he furnished to i
here. I understand the hon. gentleman
has now no further objection to post-
poning the consideration of the Bill, and
I therefore move that progress be re-
ported.

Motion put and passed.
Progress relported.

A-DJOUB.NMSNT.
The House, at 9-SO o'clock, p.m., ad-

journed until Wednesday, October 14th,
1896, at 4.30 o'clock, p.m.

Tuesday, 1317L October, 1896.

Great Soutlhern Rlail way Purchase Bill'T first reading-
'Message: Assent to Bills-loans Consolidation Dill:
in committee;i third reading-Annual Estimates:
Public Works, further cons8idered, and Estimates
ntncliided-bines Regulation ActAmendlment Bill:
first reading-BAstardy Laws Act Amendmnent Bill:
first reading-Bridge ovrRiwy _Rport of

Join Seect ommttee-Cne-Nannine Railway
Bill: in committee; third reading-perth Race-
course Eneiway Bill: in commi ttee-Indnstrial Sta-
tisticsp Bill: second reading-Jury Act Amendment
Bill: second reading-Public Health Act Amend-
ment Bill: second reading-Motionst Leave of
Absence-Adjournment.

THFE SPEAKER took thle chair at

4-30 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

GREAT SOUTHERN RAILWAY
PURCHASE BILL.

Introduced by the PREmitn, without
notice (the Standing Orders being sus-
pended). He said the Bill was merely
for carrying out. the intention which had
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